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S F I R T T I J A L I S M . 
ROM. XV. I S . — " N o w the God of Hope fill you will) all joy and peace in 
believing, that yc may ntound in Hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost." 
"MiE first thing that stiikes us in considering this verse is 
the pi-ominence tliat is given in it to Hope. 
That God should he called the Gort of Hope is very remarkable, 
beoaus3 I lope is not, and cannot he, an attribute of the Almighty. 
To Him, to whoso all-comprehending mind, the past and the 
fixture are hotii alike present in one eternal NOW, there caji be no-
thing to be iioped for or expected. God, therefore, cannot be 
. civlled tlie God of Hope in the same sense as He is said to be the 
God of Power, ofTruth, of Justice, of Holiness, of Life. These 
all are attribiJtes foi'ming e-^sential parts of His character ; but 
Hope is a feeling which it is as impossible to conceive as entering 
into the Divine mind as fear. It must then be becausc Ho is 
the giver of liope, and not because He Himself experiences it, 
that He is called the God of Hope; and that this gift should 
be used as an epithet of God Himself, shows the value and im-
portance which the Apostle attached to i t ; nor, indeed, is it 
possible for anyone to deny its impoi'tance, It is, iii fact, the 
main-spring of ail !iuman exertion, and tho absence of it 
paralyses at once every energy, and is as fatal to man's useful-
ness as it must be to his happine^. That His disciples inigiit 
"abound in Hope through the power of the Holy G l i o s t t h a t 
is, that they might be full of spiritual vigour and energy, 
foi-ward in undei-taking, and constant in pursuing, every good 
work—not discouraged by difficulties, nor dislicartened by 
calamities, but still holding fast the word of promise, knowing 
" that all things work together for good to them that love 
God," and looking forward to the time when, all difficulties 
sui-raounted, all dangere overcome, all SOITOWS ended, tliey shall 
be like their Lord because they shall see Him as He is, and-
shall be ever with Him, is the piuyer tliat St. Paul ofFere for 
tliem in my text. 
But you will observe that, wiiilc the abundance of hope 
is the ultiinato object which he piuys for in their behalf, 
he asks that somethiiig else may bo bestowed upon them, 
in tJie meantime, as a means whereby they may attain to 
that abundance of hope. " Now the God of Hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope 
thi-ough the power of the Holy Ghost." 
Joy and Peace in believing are evidently spoken of here 
as the means whereby we are to attain to abundant hope. 
Observe, the peace which the Apostle speaks of, is peace in 
belieeing. Now, what are we to understand by that phrase 1 
Do not the woixls, peace in believing, suggest to us t]ie idea of 
a faith which is unshaken by any doubts? A peace which is 
unbroken, even though we are thi-eiitened by the most imminent 
dangei-s, or suffering from the greatest calamities—such a peace 
as we may suppose that the Srst martyr, Stephen, enjoyed in 
his spirit, when, liis body being braised and buffeted by the 
stones which his relentless persecutors ere hurling upon him, 
he fell asleep, after he had called upon the Lord Jesus to I'eceive 
his spirit, and hatl cried with a lond voice, " Lord, lay not 
this sin to their chargc." 
The glad tidings, by whicli the joy and peace of the Christian 
are produced, are twofold, relating partly to the pi-^ent time— 
partly to the future. The pardon of sin—the i-econciliation 
with God—are present, and take effect as soon as a man believes. 
The load of guilt, which ho before found to be intolerable, is 
at once removed fi-om his soul, and he begins to walk before 
God in newness of life: but, besides this pr^ent blessing. 
which is conferred u p o n h i m a t once, the glad tidings of great joy 
assure him of a fu ture state of existence in whicli there shall 
not ojily be none of the di-awbacks wliich so nuxr his enjoyment 
in the pi-esent state—no soii-o-w, no afRiction, no distress of 
any k i n d ; but in which he shall have the inconceivable felicity 
of being fi-eed from all imperfections and deficiencies botli of 
soul and of spirit, and of feeling himself to be perfect in every 
bodily organ and in eveiy mentiil faculty, being made like to 
his glorified Redeemer both in body and mind, and thus fitted 
to serve God, as God ought to be sei-^-ed, and as H e is served 
by the holy angels in Heaven. This blessed Hojie heightens 
and enhances the sense of present blessedness which the 
believer experiences when he is assured tJiat his peace has been 
made with God. I t cheere and supports him, however daik 
and gloomy may be his earthly prospects. I t gives him the 
patient courage which enables him to face tlie most fomidable 
dangere without shrinking, to bear the greatest sufferings with-
out murmur ing ; and the full assuj-ance of i t constitutes the 
highest felicity which he can enjoy in the pi-esent state of 
existence; but i t must be obvious to eveiy one that this full 
assurance of hope cannot be enjoyed unless tliere be fii'st 
peace in believing. 
The man whose mind is distracted ^^•ith doubts and fears, 
iind is not thoroughly satisfied of the t ruth of tliat Gospel which 
has been preached to him, cannot look forward with confident 
expectation to an eternity of happiness in the world to come ; 
jus t in proportion as his faith is shaken, and donbts are excitwl 
in his mind, will his hope be deficient in the fulness of assu-
rance. W e see, therefore, how wisely the Apostle prayed that 
the God of Hope would fill the. Roman beiievere with joy and 
peace in believing, in order fcliat they might abound in Hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost ; ajid we see, also, Jiow 
necessary it is tha t wo should, in like manner, pray for our-
selves, tha t we may be filled witli peace in believing, and that 
our minds may be freed from all sceptical doubts, if we would 
enjoy the ful! Assurance of Hope. 
There never was, perhaps, in the history of the Church, a 
period when such doubts were nioix) prevalent than they are at 
the present time. TliLs may be accounted for by the more 
general difTusion of education and intelligence (n). During 
wluit are called the dark ages, the human intellect, as regards 
the gi-ejit mass of the human I'ace, appears to have been in a 
dormant st-ate, or a t least to have been confined in its exercise 
to such things as men felt and nay, and handled. The multi-
tude took but little interest in spiritual matters, and were,-
consequently, willing to accept, without inquiry, whatever the 
clergy told them respecting religion, A t the close of the 
fifteenth century, a revival of learning took place. Men began 
to think and to inquire about mattei-s to which they had pre-
viously been indifferent. The corruptions both of doctrine and 
of pi-actice which had gindiially ci^ept into the Christian Chureh, 
began to attract attention, and tlie result was a Reformation of 
the Church, not only in those lands which became Protestant, 
but even to a considei able extent in tliose which continued to 
lulhere to tJie Church of Rome. Tiiat Refoi-matioii was not 
effected without much discussion and controvei-sy, and thus tJie 
minds of men were still further ai-oused and their intellects 
sharpened. I'hen came, in the seventeenth century, the great 
revolution in philosophy, which was produced by Loixl Bacon's 
introductioji of the Inductive Sj^tem, which gave the death-
l)low to the practice of depending upon the anthoj-ity of great 
naiu« s which hatl previously prevailed, and taught men to investi-
j^ate all physicid facts and theories by expeiiment, and to take 
nothing upon tj-ust. This wrought aJi immediate! change in 
human society. Released from the trammels of traditional 
authority, men began to think fur themselves; and, using their 
)easoning faculties, and their powers of observation, they 
s))eedily made discoveries, especially in physical science, of 
which the piiilosopher.i of ancient <l;iys had never dreamt; nor 
were their successes cjnfined to the discovei-y of abstract trutl;s,. 
Pi-acticaJ inventions n'ere rapidly multiplied; xmtil, with the 
i ' r int ing Press, tlie Steam Engine, the Railway, the Balloon, 
ajid the Electric Telegraph, tho world now presents such an 
aspect, tliat, if i t were to be revisited by one who had lived 
upon it a few centuries ago, and who had not wndei'gone a 
gradual preparation for the change which he was about to wit-
ness, he could scai-cely fail to think tliat all the wildcHt fancies 
that he liad ever heanl of in faiiy tales, liad come to he i-ealisod 
in actual life. Men have thus been led to magnify tJie power 
of the human intellect—to imagine that nothing is too vast for 
its compi-ehension, too profound to be fathomed by it. This 
activity of the minds of men, and this confidence in their 
powera, prompt them to leave nothing unquestioned, and to 
insist u)K>n an intelligible answer being given to every question 
that they a s k ; and this jiroud inquisitiveness is exercised 
upon religion as much as upon any other subject. 
There is but little use in telling those who are tlioronghly 
imbued with the spirit of the NLiietoenth Century, that tJieve 
are questions which are too high and too deep for the intellect 
even of this intellectual ag<.i. 'I'hey coiiceive that the minds 
which ha\'c been able to convert even the terrible lightning-
fiash of Heaven, if not into a serviceable household drudge, at 
all events into an obedient messenger, to carry their errands 
with tlie speed of thought ai-ound the globe; and which have 
succeeded, by the aid of the Spccti-oscope, in analysing the 
substance of the heavenly bodies, and ascertaining of wiiat 
ingredients they arc composed, must be competent to graij]>le 
witli any problem that Ciin be brought before them. Tlicy, 
thej'efore, " r u s h in whci-e angels fear to tread." Nothing is 
sacred from their investigation. T!iey will admit of no such 
thing as a mystery. Wha t they cannot fully understivnii, they 
refuse to believe. Tho incompi-ehensibie is to them incredible. 
I t is not difficult to foresee, as Locke has clearly shown in his 
Essay on the Human Undeitstending, that such an exaggei-atexl 
idea of t)jc extent and power of man's intellect must inevitably 
lead to scepticiil doubts in some instances, and to an absolute 
denial of tho t ru th in others; and accordingly we have, on 
the one hand, the Materialists, denying, like tho Sadducee 
of old, tha t there is either i-es«i'i'ection, of angel, or spirit, 
and asserting that thought and volition are merely tiie result 
of a subtle oi-ganisation—that man is nothing more than a 
wonderful piece of mechanism, and that, when the wheels and 
springs and bands and pulleys, of which lie is composed, are 
destroyed by accident or disease, or worn oiit by old age, there 
ia an end of his mental as well as of his coi-poreal existence. 
On the other hand, we have the Positivist asserting that the 
human race has outgrown that stage of its existence in which 
i t could place any confidence either in religion or philosophy, 
and denying altogetlier that the world is governed by the provi-
dence of God. Thcn'again, there are the disciples of Berkeley, 
who hold that we have no proof whatever of tlie existence of 
a material world, extenial to ourselves, and that the idea that 
any such world exists is only an invention of our own minds j 
and the followers of Hnine, who, canying out the reasoning of 
Berkeley to its legitimate conclusion, deny the existence even 
of mind itself, and believe only in ideas and impressions. 
Perhaps, if the number of persons holding decidedly any one of 
t h ^ e opinions were to be accuiutely computed, i t would be 
found to constitute but a small poi-tion of the whole number 
of educated and thinking men ; but few as, compai-atively 
speaking, they are, they, and particularly the two classes whom 
I have mentioned firet, are veiy active in put t ing forward their 
respective not ions; and tJie consequence is, tha t tlie mass of 
educated men, hearing all these various schemes advanced, 
sometimes •with great force and ingenuity, and seeing the 
pi-opounders of them all active in biinging fol•^vard objections 
against the facts and doctrines of revealed religion, feel them-
selves perfectly bewildered, and finding it impossible to come to 
any conclusion, give uttei-ance to the weariness of their doubt-
ing souls by asking, with Pontius Pilate, the desponding question, 
" W h a t is t ru th r 
Tliis I believe to be a fair representation of the state of the 
unbelieving portion of the civilised world as i t was thirty yeai-s 
ago. I t consisted of a small number of decided infidels, and 
of a very large majori ty of scept ic , who wevc, unable to make 
up tlieiv minds upon fclie conflicting schemes wliich were laid 
before them. But , about t ha t time, a new system of belief 
was pu t foi'wai'd which, notwithstanding tha t i t was a t first 
received with ridicule by nearly all excepting the most ignorant 
and superetitious, has already spi-ead to such an extent , tiiat in 
America its adhei-ents are counted by millions, while in Eng-
land, al though tJie solid common sense wliich is a prominent 
chai-acteristic of our fellow-countrymen has acted in some 
degree as a pi-eservative, they have become very numerous; and 
now we find its advocates busy in their exertions to make pro-
selytes to their ci-eed in this new conntry. Nor have I any 
doubt t ha t they will be successful to a ve iy considerable extent, 
A state of doubt and uncertainty is always more or Jess an 
uneasy and a painful state. Ti'ue, the minds of worldly men 
ai-e not in general very much intei-ested in questions relating to 
abstract t r u t h either in ))hilosophy or in religion, Tliose who 
have not been convei-tetl by the influence of the HoJy Spirit, 
occupy themselves, for the most part , wi th tliose afikii-s which 
are present to them, and are satisfied to leave the fu tu re and the 
unseen to be speculated upon by those who have nothing better 
to do with their t ime and their talents. .Still, even upon 
matters which intei-est them so little, i t is more pleasant to 
have a decided opinion, and to feel t ha t they have ai'rived a t a 
knowledge of the ti-uth, than to be floating on an ocean of 
doubt and nncei-tainty; and when to this is added the charm 
of excitement and novelty, and the satisfactory demonstration 
of sense in place of dry argument or nietapiiysical discussion, 
it cannot be a mat ter of surprise if a large number of those who 
have hitJierto been undecided sceptics, should embrace a system 
which promises to give them ocxilar, and audible, and tangible 
demonstrations of the t n i t h of wha t it assei-ts. N o one, I 
suppose, will be a t a loss to pcj-ceive t ha t I am speaking of w])at 
is commonly known as Spiritualism. 
The advocates of t ha t system claim great ci-edit to themselves 
for having been the means of convincing a vast number of 
pei-sons who were pi-evioxisly uiibelievei-s, or sceptics, of the 
sepai'ate existence of the spirit distinct from the body, and of 
the cei-tainty of a futiu-e state of existence {!>); and so far as 
concerns the knowledge of those two ti-uths, we may admit that 
the result of tJicir hvbour has been benef ic ia l ; but a wise man, 
who has a case to establish, wil l not avail himself of the tes-
t imony of every person who volunteers to give evidence. H e 
will inquire into the character of the witness w h o offei-s himself,, 
and before putt ing him forward as ?ii.i witness, he wil l satisfy 
himself that he is one whose support will not damage his cause. 
There wei'e witnesses of this character, as you will recollect, 
who offered their testimony to our Lord when H e was ujK>n 
earth, and to His apostles. " I know thee, who thou art, the 
H o l y one of Ood," wiis the address of the Demoniac (c); b\it the 
only answer which our Loi-d ever vouchsafed to such proffered 
testimony was a command to liim w h o offered it, to begone. 
Similarly, when t!ie slave girl of Philippi, who was possessed 
with a spii-it of divination, followed P a u l and liis comjwnions 
for many days, s a y i n g — " T h e s e men are the servants of the 
jnost H i g h God, whicli show niito us the w a y of s a l v a t i o n " — 
Paul, being grieved, tumei i and Sivid to the spirit, " I command 
tliee, in tlie name of Jesus of Nazareth, to come out of her." 
This is sufficient to show us that we are to use caution, and 
not i-eceive indiscriminately every support that is otfered to us. 
L e t us then inquire into the chai'acter of these witnesses w h o 
are now on all sides volunteering theii' evidence iigainst the 
materialbt and the Sadducee, in proof of the great truths that 
man is not a mere m a c h i n e — t h a t he has a soul which is capable 
of existing apart from liis b o d y — a n d that tlie grave is not the 
termination of his cai-eer ; biit rather the portal thi-ough which 
he must ])ass to enter upon another state of existence. W h o 
are tliey "i "What are they 1 
The fairest w a y to answer these questions is to take their 
own account of themselves. I shall, therefore, quote f m m one 
out of a immber of pamphlets which have recently been sent 
to me anonymously through the post. I t is entitled 
" Spiritualism," and is <lesciibed as " A Paper reail before tlie 
Melbourne Free Discussion Society, on Sunday evening, Ju ly 
9th 1871. Tlie lii-st sentence of tliat pamphlet is as follows :— 
" The fundamental idea of Spiritualism is that the iiihabitajits 
of the spii'it world, can and do, under some circumstances 
communicate with pereons still in the flesli." This is some-
what ambiguous. " Inhabi tan ts of the Spirit world" does not 
necessarily mean, what in tlie language of the nui-sery used to 
be callcd ghoi5ts, although what follows about their communi-
cating with persons stiH in the flesh, would seem to make it 
probable that that is the sense in which the writer means 
it to be understood. On looking a little fur ther into the 
jMimplilet, wc find that this is undoubtedly the case. I n )>, 5 
we have an account of some of the wonderful phenomena 
which are alleged to be of fi'eqiieut occuiTcnce, which account 
ends with these words: " Unlearned men and women aie 
enabled to speak in languages of whicli they are entirely igno-
rant ; they are enabled to pour fortli toirents of fervid eloquence 
and j)rofounil pliilosophy, on the most scientific and metaphysi-
cal subjects. Otlici-s ai'e made to w i t e involuntai'ily upon topics 
far beyond tlieir natural comprehension or their acquii-ements; 
while otliei-s can execute beautiful paintings "without previous 
study of the art. All these, when ashed, positively assert that 
they are not the only agents in the n-orh; but that there is a 
higher power and intelHifencc direetiny and orighiativg the 
whole. And, when these intelUgenees are appealed to, they 
invariably aflirm that they are npints of departed friends." 
Here, then, we have what we have been endeavouring to dis-
cover. These witnesses who come forward from the spirit-
world to assist us in our contest with the materialist, aud tlie 
sceptic, are the spirits of deisarted human beings. Tiiis is what 
they assert of themselves, and we may safely assume that they 
are either what they profess to be, or sometliing woi'se {d). 
Taking' them at the best, allowing them to be what they claim 
to be, what they themselves assert tha t tliey are, shall we 
accept their aissistancel Shall we hold intci-coui'se with tliem? 
Shall we seek information from them respecting the mysteries 
of that unseen world wliich lies beyond the grave? The 
temptations to do so are strong. On the one hand these wit-
nesses supply that demomtrative evidence which tlie materialist 
and the sceptic constantly demaaid, and wljich we can, under 
present circumstances, in no other way supply. On the othei' 
hand, the cmiosity which is part of our nature—the craving 
after knowledge, and more especially aftei' the knowledge of 
what is strange and mysterious, would prompt us to investigate 
these mattera, to ascertiiin for oureelves whetJiei- i t is indeed 
possible to hold communication with our depai-tetl friends and 
relative, and to obtain from them the solution of the doubts 
and difficulties respecting the unseen world by which our minds 
are sometinies iiai-assed. This is a very natural feeling, and I 
believe there are, multitudes who yield to it. I s i t a feeling to 
which i t is safe and i-ight for us to yield 1 To eveiyone who 
believes the Bible to be the woi-d of God, the answer to this 
question is decisive. 
From one end to the other of the sacred volume, abounding; 
as it does with records of spiritual communications made to 
man—being- itseltj in fact, one great spiritual communication, 
there is not one single instance of any man of God having 
ever held communication with any departed human spirit ; and 
there is but one instance recorded of such communication 
having ever taken place between a human being still in the 
flesh, and the spirit of one who had departed from i t ; and tliat 
one instance is certainly not of a nature to encourage any one 
to seek for a similar communication. I t is that of Saul with 
the spirit of Samuel, recorded in the 28th of 1st Samuel, in 
which we are told that Saul was so overcome by the communi-
cation which was made to him, that " H e fell straiglitway all 
along upon the eartli, and was sore afraid because of the wordg 
of Samuel ;" and the next that we read of him is that he 
committed suicide, after having seen his whole army routed 
and cut to pieces by the Philistines. 
But it is not only the absence of all record of any whole-
some and beneficial intercouree having ever taken place between 
t i e living: and the dead, that would cause any one who believes 
his Bible to abstain from attempting to hold such intercourse. 
There is a positive prohibition agtiinst i t ; and Saul, when he 
applied to the Witch of Endor, knew well that he was violating 
tlie law of God by so doing; for he had himselfj in accordance 
witli tJiat law, as we read in the same chapter, put away those 
tliat had familiar spirits and tlie wizards out of the land; 
insomuch that the Woman of Endor, wlien he went to her 
in disguise, suspected at first that he was seeking her destruc-
tion, and said to him, " Behold, tliou knowest what Saul hath 
done, how that he hath cut off those tJiat have familiar spirits, 
and tlie wizards out of the land : wherefore then layest thou a 
snare for my life, to cause me to die." Necromancy, or the 
holding of communication with, and seeking to obtain informa-
tion fi-om, the dead, was, as we read in Deut. xviii., amongst 
the abominations practised by the nations whom the Lord drove 
out of the land of Canaan before the Israelites, and from 
which God's people were strictly commanded to abstain. 
But , unfortunately, all at tlie present day do not believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God. Some positively deny that it is 
so. Others arc not certain—they have their doubts on the 
subject—they do not know whether to believe and obey it or 
not. Such persons are likely to be easily tempted to have re-
course to diese modern necromancers, and to satisfy their 
curiosity by witnessing the wonders which tliey profess to exhibit. 
For tlie information and warning of all such persons, if tliere 
be any such present in this congregation, I shall read a passage 
from a Sermon ])reaelied in tlie year 18C0, by a person 
who cannot be regarded as a witness prejudiced against the 
necromancers, inasmuch as, overlooking or forgetting the posi-
tive and unqualified prohibition which tlie Bible contains 
against necromancy, lie recommends the practice of it as likely 
to be beneficial under ccrtain circumstances; and describes the 
persons who as he thinks may safely practice it, having been 
himself a medium. Listen to the testimony which he bears 
to tJie danf^rs of necromancy:—" Since my arrival in Europe, 
tlie t«nor of private communications to me lias been, not, 
How shall wo get into communication with spirits ? but, 
How shall we find salvation from the direful tortures with 
which they assail the body, invade the reason, wring with 
exquisite ang'uish the keen nervesof the spiritual organism, mur-
d e r sleep, destroy happin^s , and prevent the discliarge of the 
wholesome duties of daily life ? The secret cry of anguish is, 
Who shall cast out the demons who seek to make the body their 
playground and the heart their habitation ? And, so far as I 
-am able to judge, the majority of such instances are traceable 
to the habit of attending siiances- I earnestly call attention to 
this point. The man of iron nerves may say tJiat he feels no 
change of state. H e may lauph down the idea of peril. Wi th 
him it is but the question of time. The vitriol that eats in a 
day through iron wire, has but to continue the process to eat 
through the iron bar. I t is slow, this poison, but it is sure. 
I lift the alarum cry of danger."* In another passage, the same 
writer, while contending that such manifestations have some-
times emanated from high sources, and been attended with 
benignant results, makes the following remarkable admission 
(an admission which I have found made, sometimes more, and 
sometimes less distinctly, in, I think, every one of the nume-
rous Spiritualist publications that I have examined ( e ) : — 
" Within mv own observation, by far tlie greater portion of 
phTCico-spiritual manifestations have been connected with a 
very palpable dishonesty on tlie part of the spirits." 
I could S!iy a great deal more, my friends, on this subject; 
bnt time warns me that I must not prolong my quotations too far. 
I t is a very remarkable thing that in this Nineteenth Century, 
wlien we thought that we had outgrown all those superstitious 
follies by which people were deluded in tlie days of the world's 
infancy, we should find men of education and intelligence— 
some of them even making high and somewhat boastful pre-
• A/tidern Spiritnalim: lis T-niths and Errors. By the Eev. T. L. 
Harris. 
tensions to science and philosophy, talking about persons and 
heavy substances being lifted by spirits off the ground into the 
air; of musical instruments being used, and exquisite melodies 
produced on pianos and accordions, without any liand being 
sean to touch those instruments; of apparitions of the whole 
body, or of part of the body ; of future events having been 
accurateiy made known several days in advance. These, I 
say, are wonderful things to hear of at the present day, and it 
is difficult to sny whether they are more wonderfnl, if we sup-
pose the alleged manifestations to be real, or if we regard them 
only as the consequences of a wide-spread delusion. Look at it 
in wliich way *ve will, it is a strange and wonderful fact; but, 
strange as it is, it ivas not unforeseen. 
In the year 18-13, six years bafore the first appearance of spi-
ritual phenomena in America, the late excellent Rev. E. Bicker-
•steth, himself a aealous and able student of prophecy, anticipated 
something of the kind. Jn bis introduction to Charlotte 
Elizabeth's work, entitled " Principalities and Powers," pub-
lished in that year, lie wrote as f o l l ows :—" Looking at tho 
signs of the times, and the long neglect and nnnatural denial 
of all angelic ministration or s[>iritual influence; and at tlie 
express predictions of false Christs and false jiropliets, who 
should show grcnt sifjns and iwnders, vmonnich that, if it 
•were possible, they should deceive the xo-jchct: and that when 
men receive not the love of the tmfh that they might he saved, 
for this cnme God shall lend them, utrong delu-tion that they 
skoidd believe a lie,—I cannot but think there is a painful pros-
pect of a sudden recoil and religious revulsion from the present 
unbelief and misbelief, to an unnatural and undistinguishing 
credulity, when Antichrist shall appear in his latest form, with 
signs and h' ing wonders, I would, therefore, leave an earnest 
caution on the minds of my readers—Beloved, believe not every 
spint, hvt try the spirits, mhether they he of God. The 
Scriptures have forwarned us beforehand, that we may not be 
led nway Kith the error of the wicled, a^xd fall from our own 
/steadfastness-
Let me, before I conclude, briefly review the points whicli I 
have sought to establish.— 
1st. Spiritualism professes to be Necromancy. 
2nd. Necromancy is forbidden. 
3rd. Spiritualists themselves have, in some instances, been 
honest enough to warn tlieir hearers against tJie danger of 
practising this Necromancy. 
4th. They invariably testify that reliance cannot be placed 
upon the communications received from spirits. 
5th. This wonderful outbreak of Necromancy was foretold 
by our Lord himself, and by his Apostle St. Paul, 1800 years 
ago; was anticipated by Jlr. Bickersteth 30 years ago; and 
six years after this latter date, began to manifest itself in 
America, whence it has spread even to this remote part of 
the world. 
Under these circumstances, am J not justified, my friends, in 
cautioning you to be on your guard ag'ainst being led away 
by it ; and in advising you never voluntarily to take any 
part in, or to be present at, the unlawful and forbidden 
practices of the Necromancers; and if, by any unforeseen 
accident, you should come in contact witJi one possessed, 
whether it be a living medivm, or an inanimate table or chair, 
to follow the example which was set by tlie Apostle Paul, 
when he turned and said to the spirit, by which the slave 
girl at Pliilippi was possessed, " I command thee, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, to corae out of her." 
N O T E S . 
A., p. 6 . — T h e hxereaxe of scepticism accounted fov hy the 
(jeneral diffusion of education and intellujence. The writer, 
while he holds that the prevalence of scepticism in these latter 
days is to be mainly attributed to the g'eneral diffusion of educa-
tion and intelligence, is far from thinking that the prevalence of 
intellectual activity is to be regretted. The otiose assent to a 
creed, which results from mere ignorance and stupidity, is not 
to be mistaken for the living f a i ^ which saves, l ^ e r e is jiro-
bably far more of real, living, intelligent belief in the world at 
the present day than there was at any previous period. 
JS., 2}-10.—Spii-itualists claim credit for converting acepticg. 
Such assertions abound in their writings, as the following 
instances will s l iow:—"Spiri tualism is eminently adapted to 
the spirit of the age and the human constitution, » » * * 
IJut its distinguishing feature is its-claim to the power of scien-
tifically demonstrating the reality of a fn ture state of existence. 
In this, i t meets the last ref|uiremente of the a g e . " — ( S p i r i t u a l -
i.fjn—a Paper read before the Melbourne Free Dixcuxtiion 
Society, Sunday evening, July SitU, 1871—p. 3.) 
" Mediumship demonstrates immortality.—And now only one 
question remains for us to determine. Here we stand, capable 
of l i f t ing lieav}- bodies, of performing' cliemical experiments, 
of prodxicing sounds, of efiecting transfonnations in matter, 
and, by the aid of our living spiritual bodies, engrafted as they 
are into tliis mortal body, all the works that we have performed 
are effected—does that power exist beyond death V W e have 
hoped it, we have dreamed it, we have talked it, we liavc. 
asserted it, but ive have never yet demonstrated it, until the 
presence of the unbodied spirit itself has proved i t . " — ( 0 ) i 
the ^irit Oirele and the Lawx of Mediumxhip: a Lecture, 
hy Mnma Hardinije—p. 7.) 
" In continuation of the last chapter, which partially an-
swered the objection tha t Spiritualism tends to skepticism 
\ve would state the fact, that thousands upon thousands of 
individuals, who were classed as infidels, and who had no faith 
or belief in the soul's immortality, iiave been made to realise 
that belief tlirough spiritual manifestat ions."—(Modern- Spi-
ritiial Manifestations: are they in accordance with Iteaxon 
and Past Revelation'^—j}. A2.) 
C; p. 10.—Demoniac.—This appears to be n more accurate 
translation of the words oaifioviio/Jtvos (Matt iv. 2 4 ; viii. 
16, 28, 33. Mark i. 32), and oatfini'iadsic (Luke viii. 
36) than "possessed witli or of devils;" and it is to he 
reg'retted that our translatore Jia\'e, by adopting' the latter 
rendering', produced a confusion between 2ta/3oXoc, Acctcser, 
Devil, and hatfxbiv or laiixoviov, Demon. The former word 
is of frequent occurrence in the New Testament, and, wlien 
used in the singular number, always stands for the Devil, 
the aecicsev of the h-ethrm, except in one passage (Jo}in 
vi. 70), where it refers to Judas Iseariot. The learned 
Joseph Jlede lias shown by abtmdant quotations from Greek 
atuhors, that these demons were understood to be of two classes, 
1st, tJiose who were known as Peiuitcs, Larex, Dii 3fane-i or 
Dii Animales (Soul (iods), who were believed to be the soids 
of tlie departed; and, 2nd, a superior class, who never had 
inhabited Imman bodies, and who may be considered synony-
mous with ang'els. It was by the former class that men were 
bodily possessed. Mede explains the doctrines of demh 
$tZaaKa\iaic iaifioviuiv (1 Tim. iv. 1) to mean doctrines about 
demons, and understands the expression to refer to the 
doctrines taught by tlie Church of Rome respecting demons, 
i.e., human beings deified after death, such as the saints 
are represented t y the Church of Home to be. Ilad he 
survived until tlie present day, he would probably have seen 
reason for holding that the "'enitive Saifioyi<av ivas' intended to 
be understood both objectively and subjectively, i.e., as meaning 
botJi doctrines about demoms, and doctrines or teachings of 
•demons, and as referring in tiie latter sense to the instructions 
which Spiritualists profess to receive from demons. It seems 
strange toat any who believe tlie New Testament should doubt 
tlie possibility of demoniacal possession; and the belief, not 
only in its possibility, but in its actual occurrence, was certainly 
general in tlis early Church. There is a remarkable passage in 
'fertullian (Apol. 28) which proves this very clearly, l i e 
maintains that the deities whom tlie heathen worshipped were 
in reality demons. "Let , " he says, " a person be brought 
before your tribunals who is plainly under demoniacal possession. 
The wicked spirit, being commanded to speak by a follower of 
(Christ, will as readily make the truthful confession that he is a 
(lemon, as elsewhere lie has falsely asserted that he is a god. 
« » s * What clearer than a'work like that ? what more 
trustwortliy than such a proof? « » * * Do you say 
thatit is done by magic, or some trick of that sort? You will 
say nothing of the sort if you have been allowed the use of 
your eai-s and eyes. For what argument can you bring against a 
thing that is exhibited to tJie eye in its naked reality ? If, on 
tlie one hand, they are really gods, wliy do they pretend to he 
demons ? Is i t from feav of us ? In that case your divinity is 
put in subjection to Christians; and you surely can never 
ascribe deity to that which is under authority of man, nay, (if i t 
adds aught to the disgrace) of its very enemi^ . I t j on the other 
hand, they are demons or angels, why, inconsistently with this, 
do they presume to set tliemselves forth as acting the part of 
gods ? » * * * * Mock Qs you like, but get the 
(lemons if you can to join in yoiir mocking; let them deny 
that Christ ib coming to j u d " o every human soul v,-hich 
Jias existed from the world's- beginning, clothing it a^-ain 
with the body it laid aside at deatli; let them dedai-e 
if, sav, before your tribunal, that this work has been allotted 
to i f inos and Kliadiimanthus, as Plato and the poets ag'ree. 
* * * * * Le t thorn deny that for their wickedness 
condemned already, they are kept for that very judgment-
day with all their worshippers and tlieir works. W h y , 
all the authority and power we liave over them is from 
our naming tlie name of Christ and recalling to tlieir memory 
the woes with which God threatens them at tlie hands of Christ 
ns judge, and which they expect one diiy to overtake them. 
Fearing Christ in God, and (iod in Christ, they become subject 
t<i God and Clirist. So, at our touch and breathing, over-
whelmed by the thouglit and realisatiM of those juSg-ment-
fires, they leave at our command the-bodies they have entered, 
imwilling and distressed, and before your very eyes jiut to an 
open shame. You believe them when they l ie; give credit to 
them, then, %vhen they sjjeak the t ruth about themselves. No 
one plays the liar to br ing disfjrace upon his own head, but for 
the sake of honour rather, I1; ou give a readier confidence to 
people making confessions against tliemselves, than denials in 
their own behalf. I t lias not been an unusual thing, accord-
ingly, for those testimonies of your deities to convert men to 
Oliristianity; for in giving full belief to them, we are led to 
believe in Christ." i \o thing is more remarkable in the above 
}iassages than the confidence ivitli which Tertullian speaks of 
tlie obedience of the demons to the followers of Christ, and of 
tlieir invariable confession of their true character, when chal-
lenged by them. H a d not their submission been a fact notorious 
to heathens as well as to Ciiristians, it is not conceivable that 
he would have dared to appeal to it, in an apology addressed to 
the " l i u l e r s of the Roman Empire," in order to induce them to 
•desist from persecuting tlie Christians. I t is a singular fact 
that Tertullian, at the commencement of the chapter fr6m which 
the above extracts are taken, mentions a striking point of 
similarity between the Si>iritualists of his day, and those wlio 
a re perplexing the world now by their fantastic proceedings, 
B2 
inasmuch as he speaks of their divining, as our contemporaries 
do, by means of tables. But , ahliougJi the employment of 
those useful articles of furni ture for such punioses I jy both 
ancient and modern necromancers is a remarkabfe coincidence, 
ye t i t is probable tha t the mode in wliich tliey were manipulated 
\\ as not the same tlien as now. A \vriter in the DaUy Tele-
graph of December the 1st, has quoted a translation by Dr . 
Miiitland, of a passage in Ammianus Marcellinus, which 
describes the manner in whicli divining tables were prepared of 
laurel branches, in those days, in imitation of the Delphic 
Cortina, upon which was placcd a round dish made of various 
metallic substances, -vsOiich had the twenty-four let ters of the 
alphabet engra^•ed around its r i m ; over this was suspended a 
ring b y a \ 'ery fine Caqiathian thread, whicli had been subjected 
to some m}-tcrious preparation. This r ing, fall ing on one letter 
after another, spelled out heroic verses pertinent to the questions 
asked. The useof a r ing for such purposes is not unknown to modem 
thaumaturgists. Dr. 3Iayo, in an extraordinary pamplilet which 
he published about twenty years ago, on the Od force, describes 
some %'ery wonderful performances of a r ing suspended from the 
finger and thumb, not by a Cai-pathian tliread, bu t by a piece of 
sewing silk. I f modern thaumaturgists would s tudy the writ ings 
of their ])redecessors, they would find many hints which M-ould 
make their performances, if not more edif j ' ing, certainly more 
imposing. Imagine the effect, for instance, which would be pro-
duced upon a circle of open-mouthed believers, assembled at a 
sdancc in Carlton or S t Kilda, if the "heavy-weight female 
jnedium"* were to appear clothed in linen garments , with linen 
socks on her feet, and a twisted band t^vincd round her head 
{toruJo capiti circumfiexo), carrying boughs of a lucky tree, 
and were, in that costume, either to take her place a t the 
"unfor tuna te little table" (infamtam hanc menmlam qmvi, 
videtis), or to be \\'afted, borne tip by invisible hands, across 
the Esplanade. I f either she, or any other person wlio is con-
cerned in get t ing up such nkinees and making tliem effective, 
should wish to consult the original passage, i t is to be foimd in 
Amm. Marc, xxix, 1, 29, 
The language of Minucius Felix, in speaking of the power 
which Chris^tians notoriously possessed over demons, is very 
similar to that which wo have quoted from Tertullian. " A 
great many, even some of your own people, know all these 
things tha t the demons confess concerning themselves, as often 
* 1 have had dinned into my ears, how an Australian fonialo heavy-
weight medium, offiectin'g a change ot species with a rapidity that would 
have made Dai wiu stand aghast, described a flight iu mid-air over the 
St. Kilda Bsplanade.—(Unglaubig's Jirst letter in Daily Telegraph, 
HeeemVerW', 1871. 
as they arc driven by us from bodies by t)ie torments of our 
words, and bv the ^ires of our prayers. Saturn himself, and 
Serapis, and /upi ter , and whatever demons you worship, over-
come by pain, speak out what they are, and assuredly tliey do 
not lie to their own discredit, especially when any of you are 
standing hy. Since they themselves are the witnesses tliat tliey 
are demons, believe them when they confess the truth of them-
selves ; for when adjured by the only and true God, unwillingly 
the wretched being-s shudder in their bodies, and either at once 
leap forth, or vanish hy degrees, as the faith of tlie sufferer 
assists or the grace of t1ie healer inspires. Thns the)- fly from 
Ciu-istians when near at hand, whom at a distance they harassed 
b}' your means in their assemblies."—Min. Fel. Octav^ch. xxvii. 
Bu t it is not only in ancient times that such power has been 
exercised over demons by the followers of Christ. The Ilev. 
Edward Kangle, a well-known Irish clergyman, (juotes the 
following remarkable passage from a letter written by a gentle-
man, whom he describes as being of the liighest respectability, 
a member of the legal profession, and as highly esteemed 
in the neighbourhood where he resides for Christian character, 
a.s for soundness of judg'ment and intellectiuil att<iinineuts; and 
wlio, he says, althougTi he does not wish his name to come 
before the public, is willing to answer any private applications 
whicli may be made to him for information, with reference to 
the facts recorded in iiis s t a tement :—" In tlie latter part of the 
])ast sxmimer, I liappencd to he iit a friend's house wliere, for 
tlie first time, T saw the operation of tuble-inoving. Et was 
successfully performed; but, as there was a large jiarty present, 
I had my misgivings A '^hethev there might not be collusion 
amongst some of tlie performers. Soon after, I tried tlie ex-
periment at my own house, and, to my astonisliment, in con-
junction with t^vo or three other pei-sons, some of them my own 
cliildven, I succeeded in making tlie table revolve rapidly. 
Unaccustomed to scientific investigation on sucli subjects, I 
attributed tlie motion to natural causes, which a philosophic 
inmiirv would soon ex|)lain; and I continued, both at liome 
and elsewhere, not unfrec|uently, for the amusement of young 
])eople, to exhibit wh;it 1 conceived to be merelv a curious 
l>henomenon. Meanwhile Professor Faraday published his 
ex )lanation of what he concoived to have been a mere self-
de usion of the operator, occasioned, if I understand liim 
correctly, by slight mental excitement acting on muscles which 
had been overstrained. I soon, liowever, satisfied myself tliat, 
in my own experience, this was not the case. And having-, 
by repeated experiments, become assured that the motive po\ver 
(whether in the table, or in tlie person acting npon tlie table) 
•did really and truly exist, I laid the table aside, hoping that 
oo 
its natural cause might be ascertained; and little doubtinj^' 
that, like steam, ma^'netism, or electricity, it would ultimately 
he rendered available for tlie service of mankind. The last 
thought which would have entered my mind would have been 
a suspicion of supernatural influence. About the middle of 
September, I happened to meet with extracts in tlie public 
papers, from the pamphlets of Mr. Godfre}- and Mr. Gillson. 
The latter more larticmarly excited my curiosity, and I had no 
sooner read it, t lan I de temined to test the fact for myself. 
Accordingly, v.-ith the aid of one other person, I set the table 
in motion, and then proposed the following' f^uestions:—' If 
you are able to answer any questions which I may put to you, 
indicate it by striking on the ground.' I t did so. (Then fol-
io"' a number of tlie trivial questions which are usual on such 
occasions; how many people arc in the room ? how many reside 
in the house, &c., which were answered correctlj'.) ' I)o you 
move by natural or spiritual means ?—if the former, strike one; 
if tlie latter, strike twice.' Tiie table strack twice. Here 1 
should observe that in this, as in all m y subsequent inquiries, 1 
directed what number of beats slioiild indicate an affirmative, 
and what number a negative answer; and tliat I frequently 
changed the nimibei's, in order that I might assume nothing as 
a negative or aWirmati\'e ans^ver, wliich mig'lit not really be so; 
and tliat in every case the answers were correctly given in the 
numbers so directed. ' A r e you the spirit of a dead person ?'— 
'Yes . ' 'A re youhappyor unhappy? '—'Unhappy. ' ' W i l l y o u 
be always unhappy r — ' Y e s . ' ' Strike the number of the years 
you have been dead. '—' Four. ' ' Did you know me in life ?'— 
' Yes.' ' Did you ever dine in this house ? '—' Yes.' " Now, 
tell me your name, beginning with the first letter of the alpha-
bet, and stojjping as you arrive at each successive letter in voiu' 
name. '—The table struck out, distinctly and slowly, the surname 
of a friend who had been dead four years. ' "i'our Christian 
name? '—I t was correctly struck. " I f you are the spirit of 
A. B, raise yourself on one leg, and turn completely round.'— 
Tlie table rose completely on one leg-, turned round once, and 
stopped. 1 \\"as so awe-stricken that I felt scarcely equal to 
)ursue the investigation j for sureh* nothing could be more 
lon-ible than the intelligence tliat a 'dc])arted friend was in the 
M orld of lost s lirits; and the person najnetl had been a clerg'v-
maa of cxemp ary life. Tlie tliought at once occurred to my 
mind tliat, in initli, tliis was no lost sou!, but the arch-Jien(i 
himself, and I continued :—' Are you obliged to tell me the 
tni th if I require i t ? '—'Yes . ' 'Tlien I require you, in the 
name of Him *vho gives you pemission to answer these ques-
tions, are you tlie sjiirit of the bite A. B., or are you an evil 
spirit assuming liis character for the purpose of deception ? If 
yon are A. B-, strike twice; if an evil spirit, tlirice.'—It struck 
thrice, ' Tlien -^oii are not A. B.? '—'No. ' 'Are you the 
Fiitlier of Lies ?'—' Yes.' ' Are you he that tempted Eve ?'— 
' Yes.' We retired; but soon after, almost fearing' tliat I liad 
deceived myself, I returned witli iny co-partner to the table, 
and put the following questions:—' Tell me by what names 
you are known in the world,"—Spelt 'Ebl is , ' and 'Siva.' ' J 
do not wish to know the names of eastern deities; limv are you 
known in the Bible ?—Spelt ' Old Serpent,'—' Koaring-Lion,'— 
' Son of the jMorning,'—' a Deceiver,'—' Satan,'—' Devil,'— 
'Antichrist.' " The narrator proceeds witli a detailo'd account 
of a lengthened conversation, and tlien describes three other 
experiments whicii he made with similar results; at one of 
which he states that one of the three persons present utterly 
sceptical; and that the doubting- j)erson was, for a largo poi'-
tiou of the experiment, Jiis sole co-opcrator. He then concludes 
as follows:—' Here I close. Alr that I have stated are facts. 
They took place in the presence of credible, sober-minded 
pereons. One of Wiem was a clerj^'man, anotlier a surgeon. 
I would lead no one to a hasty conclusion, but my own mind 
is satisfied—First, that the power acting; upon, or through tlie 
table, is su )ei'natural; secondly, that it is a Iving power; and, 
therefore, t lirdly (independent of its own admissions), I sun 
forced to tlie irresistible conclusion, as a Christian man, that it 
is no other than the ])ower of Satan liimself. For wliat purpose 
!ie thus exhibits himself to our human faculties there can be no 
room to doubt, and g;reat beyond measure is the risk which tliey 
incur who put themselves in commimication with him. With 
this warning', I close the subject. If it shall serve to open the 
eyes of those who, like myself, have practised the phenomenon 
of the day, under an impression that they were only trying' 
some latent agency of nature, yet imperfectly developed, theu 
happy shall 1 be ; mj- object will have been answered. If 
otherwise, I iiave, however humbly, yet faithfully, discharged 
what I have conceived to be an imperative duty; I repeat the 
warning—it is too serious to be lightly treated. To those who 
do so, I can only add, upon j-our shoulders rests now all the 
responsibility." In remarking: upon the preceding narrative, 
Mr. Nangle mentions the following singular fac t :—" It will 
be observed that one of the names by which the spirit stated 
that lie was known iipon earth was ' Eblis.' iS^one of the par-
ties wlio were present had ever heard this word before; but, 
some Aveeks after, the g-entleman who has supplied this report 
happened to mention the circximstances in conversation witli a 
celeorated Oriental scholar, who informed him that that was 
tlie Arabic name for the Devil. ' '—{SpiritKalism l''airly Tmd, 
by Rev. E. Nangle. 1861.) 
Tlie Rev. N. S. Godfrey* g'ives an account of a long- conver-
sation with fi spirit, who guve his name as M<aynwai'ing- Job 
Gordon, from whom he finally elicited the admission that he 
had that night told thirty-eight lies, and only six tnitlis. " I t 
being- now ten o'clock," proceeds Mr. Godfrej-, " we discontinued 
our experiments for that time, but with an unshaken conviction 
that the table was animated by evil influences. Only one other 
circumstance occurred. Two parties in the room went back to 
the table after an interval of about twenty minutes, and tlie 
table instantly began to move. I , therefore, went up to the 
table, and placing; my hands on it, said to the spirit, " I com-
mand you, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to quit this 
table." I tlien walked away, and, although tlie two persons 
tried for probably tea minutes aftervvards, tlie table stirred no 
more." 
Z>., J). 11,— We may mfeh conclude that these sphitu are 
dther what they pretend to tk, or •something KOi-^e. 
There are four principal opinions respecting the nature and 
origin of these manifestations, which we now procced to 
discuss. 
1. Some suppose that they ai-e a mere cheat, iroduced by 
dishonest trickery on tlie part ot the mediums; and a great deal 
may be said in su]>port of this view. Those who remember 
the early history of this superstition cannot but wonder that 
i t should have survived the many, apparently, mortal blows 
which it sustained, Our own memor)- on tliis subject has been 
refreshed by the perusal of a little book, published some years 
ago by Vizetelly, under the title of " Spirit Rapping in E n g -
land and America: its Origin and H i s to ry ; " and from it we 
take the following proofs and confessions of frauds committed 
by persons pretending' to be mediums:— 
1. In April, 1851, jus t three yeare after the Fox family had 
first introduced themselves to the world as mediums, appeai'ed 
the deposition of Mrs. Norman Culver, a connexion by mar-
riag'e of tliat family. She declared that she had been taken 
into tlie confidence of the Misses Fox, who, desiring her 
assistance as a confederate, had insti'ucted her in the art of 
making tlie mysterious knocks ^v-hich had become so famous. 
0. Almiva Bezely, a rapping medium, of Providence, Khode 
Island, who predicted by rapping-s tlie death of her infant 
brother, and tlien, to make tier prophecy come true, adminis-
tered arsenic to him, confessed to witnesses, who were examined 
at her ti-ial, not only her crime and the motive of it, but also 
* Table-turuing, the Devil's Modem ilastcr-piece, by the llev. N. S. 
Godfrey, S.C.L,, of St. Cathai'inc Hall, Cambiidge, and Incumbent of 
Wortley, Leeds,—Seeleys, 1853, 
that the pretended spirit-rappings were produced by a peculiar 
action ot her feet, which sW described: This method of pro-
ducing the rappings with the feet, described by Mrs. Culver' 
and by Almira Bezely, was tried by several persons with 
perfect success. 
3. In 1831, a person named Bardslee made oatli before a 
Justice of the Peace in Connecticut, that he had practised with 
success as a medium, for the space of about three months, and 
that, during' all that time, he voluntarily produced tJie sounds 
with his toes, and shoes, and otlier tricks of ai't. 
4. In 1851, the sistere Fish and Fox, were exhibiting- at 
Buft'alo, New York. Three intelligent ])hysicians undertook to 
ascertain the cause of the mysterious rappings. The result of 
their investigations will appear from tlie following extracts 
from tJieir " Discovery and Explanation," published soon after: 
— " On carefully observing the countenances of the two 
females (Mrs. Fish, no*v Mrs. Brown, and her sister, Margaretta 
Fox), it was evident tliat the sounds were due to the agency of 
the younger sister, and that tkey involved an effort of the will. 
She evidently attempted to conceal any indication of volunt-ary 
effort, but in this she did not succeed. A voluntary effort was 
manifest, and it was plain that it could not be continued long 
without fatigue. » » • Various facts may be cited to 
show that the motion of joints, under certain circumstances, is 
adequate to produce the phenomena of the rappings. * » » 
A highly respectable lady of this cit}'- possesses the ability to 
develop sounds, similar, both in character and degree, to those 
professedlv elicited by the Rochester impostors, from the spi-
ritual world. * » » iiave witnessed repetitions of 
experiments in the case just refen-ed to, sufficient to exhibit to 
us all the phenomena of sounds belonging to tlie Rochester 
rappings. * * * 
University ( Ausri>' F L I N T , M . D . 
"(Signed) of { G H A R L K S A . L E E , M . D . 
Buffalo. ( 0. B. C O V E N T R Y , M . D , 
"Feb . 17, 1851." 
This communication was first published in the Bv^ff'alo 
Commercial Adccrtiier. As soon as Mrs. Fish saw it, she sent 
a communication to the same paper, inviting the doctors to an 
interview to detect her in making the raps, if they could. Tlie 
following are extracts from Dr. Lee's account of the interview: 
— " On the evening of the 18th we attended at their rooms, in 
•compliance with the above invitation. Some eight or ten indi-
viduals, including three ladies, friends of Mrs. Fish and Miss 
Fox, were present; and, at our request, Mr. N, Rogers, of the 
Phelps House, Mr. Marshall, attorney-at-law, and Judge Stow, 
'i'he preliminaries being arranged, we asked whether the spirits 
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would ?je present and communicate with us through the even-
ing. After an interval of a minute or so, rops ^vere heard, 
and continued in quick succession for some time, whicli Mrs. 
Fish declared to be on affirmative nnswer. Tliis was repeated, 
so that tJiere would be no mistake as to the willingness on the 
fart of the spirits to accommodate us. This being- settled, Mrs. 'ish and Miss Fox were requested to he seated on chairs, their 
limbs extended, and their heels resting on ciisliions. The 
reasons for placing them in this position were stated—viz., 
tha t we believed that, in order that the raps should be heard, 
the feet should have some solid support, serving as a f u h i - u m ; 
else the contraction of the muscles of the leg would not throw 
tlie bono (head of tibia) out of place; or, if so, no sounds would 
be heard, unless the concussion or vibration, which would be 
thus produced, could be communicated to some sonorous or 
vibrating' body. While thus seated, more than fifty minutes 
elapsed, during which no raps were heard, thoug'h the s )irits 
were urged and called upon by Mrs. Fish to 'manifest ' t i e m -
selves. A part of this time, Miss Fox was allowed to seat 
herself on tlie sofa, her limbs and feet resting on the cushions 
of the same. No soiinds liaving been heard, it was suggested 
that the ladies be allowed to take any position they pleased, 
and see if anv raps were then heard. Accordingly, they seated 
tlieraselves on t le sofa, their feet resting on tlie floor, when 
immediately a loud succession of raps followed, and continued 
for several minutes. W e then prepared to t ry another t es t : 
So, seating ourselves before the ladies, we grasped each of their 
knees firmly, so as to prevent any lateral movement of the 
hones j the raps immediately ceased, and were not heard, while 
the knees were tlius held, except near the close of the experi-
ment, which continued once forty minutes, Avlien two slight 
sounds were Iieard on slightly relaxing my grasp, while, at the 
same time, I distinctly felt the heads of the bones gTating on 
each other, and the muscles contracting, which, thoxigh a verj ' 
jiositive kind of evidence to me, I am aware is not so satisfac-
tory to bystanders. I should state that our hands were removed 
several times from the knees during the trial, and raps were 
always heard during tlie interval of removal. A t the close of 
tlie sitting, which continued till past eleven o'clock, Miss Fox 
was mucTi affected and shed tears, which excited much sym-
pathy on the part of some of the gentlemen present." 
5. The following extract from the " Chicago Journal" will 
show the result of a characteristic attempt made by certain 
American citizens to turn the teaching of " the spirits" to 
business purposes:—" Tiie operations of the Bank of Chicago, 
which its proprietors have conducted in this city for some lime 
past, qff'ecthig to have commnnications rc^pectmy it from 
spiriu of the departed, \vere summarily brouj?lit to a close 
yesterday- by the inter])osition of the law. A Commission o f 
Lunacy having been issued, and a conservator appointed, in the 
ease of its president, Mr. Eddy, the med'mim took tlie matter 
in charg-e, and avowed that the spirits counselled resistance 
even unto the death; and for that purpose arms were procured. 
During the forenoon, several persons, havinf^ business at the 
hank, were somewhat roughly handled, and put out bv force. 
Mr. C. Eddy, the conservator, on learning these facts, entered 
a complaint before Judge Iluoker; and John Drysdeli, Charles 
Ilerrick, Ambrose Smith, Joseph JL Arnold, Henry Pilgi'im, 
Mrs. Herrick, and Mrs. Ryerson, were arrest«d on a charge of 
conspiracy, threatening to take life, and for assault and 
battery." 
Tliese are only a few of the proofs that were given in Ame-
rica, the land of their birth, of tlie falsehood of these alleged 
spirit manifestations. One would have supposed that tliey 
would have been more tliaa sufficient to overwlielm their pro-
I)Oundcrs witli shame, or, if the characccr' of tlie individuals 
concerned rendered that impossible, at least to deprive them in 
future of all i)Ower of imposing upon their willing dupes. 
Not so, however. London seems, in these modern days, to 
have tiiken the place which was formerly occupied by ancient 
Rome, as the great market for all such wares. The influx of 
adventurers into it reminds one of t]ie Roman Satirist's 
complaint— 
Hie nlta Sicyonc, ast hie Amydoae relicta 
Hie Anch'o, illc Same, bic Trallibus, aut Alabandis, 
Esquilias, diotumque petunt a vimine collcru, 
Viscera magaarum domuum, domioiqvio futuri. 
And of Johnson's imitation of it— 
All that at home uo more can beg or steal, 
Or like a gibbet better than a whee l ; 
Hissed from the stage, or hooted from the court, 
Their air, their dress, their politics import; 
Obsequious, artful, voluble au<l gay, 
On Britain's f ood credulity they prey, 
The success which had attended the ventures of Catlin, Bar-
num, Morriss, and other dealere in wondei-s and monstrosities, 
probably encouraged a Mr. Stone to try ivliat could he done in 
working the apparently inexhaustible mine of British credulitj', 
by means of " Spirit Slanifestations." He arrived in London 
in 1853, accompanied by Sirs. Haydon, a medium. Their 
arrival having been announced by advertisements in the papers, 
Charles Dickens commissioned two gentlemen belonging to the 
staiF of Household Words to test the spirit mystery. The 
exposure, as reported in that periodical, was complete. The 
sjiirits of relatives, who were still alive, ^^ •ere made to commu-
nicate with the inquirers, and the dates when their deaths 
•occurred were stated widioizt any liesitation. llrs. Haydon 
having' stated that the spirits would answer questions wliich 
were written down without having' been communicated to her, 
43ne of the gentlemen wrote. How many children shall I have? 
stating that it was a question which must be answered in num-
bers; and the spirit answered, ' One Imndred and thirty-six,' 
When the 1 was obtained, and then the 3 to go next to it, and 
then the 6 to m after that, the rapid growth of t]ie inquirer's 
family amuseA him, and the imminent carrying out of the sum 
into thousands was prevented by his ill-timea mirth. Some 
juonths after, a report appeared in the Lender, of an interview 
Avhich a German gentleman liad witli 3Irs. Haydon. In tliis 
instance, the name of the spirits witli whom intercourse was 
souglit, as well as tlie questions asked of them, were only 
thoiifiht, not upohen. In the ansivere given, there was a 
sing'xilar mixture of accuracy and inaccuracy, trutii and false-
hood ; the trae answers being far more numerous than tliey 
could possibly have "been if they had been given by chance. 
In re )Iy to an inquiry respecting tlie cause of the deatli of a 
friend, w)io had fallen a victim to delirlwn tremens, the letters 
•COGNOC were spelt out on the alpliabet. The incjuirer, who 
thought that the last sj-llable ought to have been ae and not oc, 
asked whether the word was spelt correctly, and received a 
reply in the affirmative. The place where the death occurred 
was jiamed, and the number of the liouse in wliicli it happened 
was given, at first wrong, and then correctly. The appearance 
of this statement in a paper like the Leader awakened a new 
interest in the subject, ani the editor felt liimself called upon 
to investigate the subject, l i e propounded the theory that, in 
siich cases, it is really the inquirer wlio himself supplies the 
answer to his om u question, b}- g•i^ 'ing some indication, when 
the alpliabet is ca led o\-er, of the letters \vhich he expects. 
Acting upon this idea, he laid certain traps for jMrs. Haj'don, 
into 'which she tell most unsuspectingly, and gave some very 
astonishing answers, as, for instance, that Tisip"lione was a Jew, 
who died six years aM, aged twenty-five, leaving seven 
children tliat Queen oemirajnis and the ghost of Hamlet's 
father liad each seventeen noses; that Pontius Pilate was not 
an American, bxit was a leading tragedian; and that Mrs. 
Haydon was an impostor; which last answer was given ime-
quivocally, and ivas repeated with emphasis, on one of the 
])arty, to whom tlie ijuestion had been shown before it was put, 
.affecting not to hear tlie first reply. 
The editors of the Zoiat next took tlie matter up, and after 
S'ving- a long detail of successes and failures on the part of 
rs. Haydon, which chey described as being merelj" samples of 
what occure daily at various spiritual neances, summed the 
matt«r up as fol lows:—" The successful answers by the spirits 
are the result of great natural keenness, increased by much 
practice; for people do not become mediums in a minute—hut 
g;radiially. l l i c medium, hy keen practice, is enabled to dis-
cover in the features certain sliades of indication tliat ))rompt 
her to make tlie sounds at particular moments. Then, if there 
be a doubt npon which letter the rap took place, the inquirer 
repeats the letters aloud, and thus the medium gets a further 
clue, from the intonation, as to tlie exact lettei-s the inquirer 
wants to foi-m his words. Tf any one who has been taken in 
by this cunning' trick will put his questions mentally, place an 
opaque substance, as a screen, between himself and tlie medium, 
and observe rigid silence, he will quickly tind the spirits not 
sharp enough to penetrate tlie obstruction: and this trial will 
satisfy the most credulous as to the real nature of a spirit's 
sagacity. Even without a screcn, if he preserves a wooden, 
inexjjressive countenance, holds his tongue, and keeps his 
fingers an equal time on every letter, he will not be answered 
rig^it; and he may produce all kinds of blunders at pleasure, 
if he dwells on wrong letters, and acts a treacherous part with 
his features." 
The practitioners of tlie art having been thns •vvitheringly 
exposed, both in America and London, it would appear to be 
no more than reasonable to expect that all interest in spirit 
manifestations would have died out as si>eedily and as com-
pletely as did the excitement aboTit Sir. Morriss's Aztecs. But 
not so. Spirit-ra]iping, to use an American phrase, of which 
the spiritualists are very fond, proj/reised both in America and 
in Eng land ; believers being counted in the former countr}'- by 
millions, in the latter by thousands. How is this to be ac-
counted for ? Some will rejdy, no doubt, by quoting the Latin 
adage, I'ofxdvx vult decipi, decipiatur; fiut will experience 
just i fy this exjilanation ? The multitude are no dou'bt very 
ready to be deceived, and may be said, by their gullibility, to 
invite the attemjjts of impostors upon their creduTity; but is it 
found that their confidence in their deceivers generally survives 
the complete exposure of the deception? When Chabert, the 
Fire King, wlio professed to drink prussic acid, refused to 
swallow tlie contents of a bottle of full strength, tliat was 
brought by a chemist to tlie theatre in which he was exhibiting, 
in Grafton-street, a Dublin mob, in its indignation, destroyed 
the benches and titting-s of the theatre; nor was a London 
audience less vehement in the expression of its wrath, when the 
Bottle Conjurer, after wearing out their patience by delaying 
to ensconce himself within tlie wine bottle which was placed in 
a prominent jjosition on the stage for his reception, was found 
to have made Iiis escape by a back door; aad he would have 
been a provioter, if promoters liad been known in those 
days, wiio, for many years alter the bursting of the South-sea 
Bubble, should have a t t en^ ted to float a new company for 
trading- to tlie Soudiern Hemisphere. There are b u t two 
hy])otheses which will account for the continued progress of 
spiritualism, notwitlistanding; the numerous and apparently 
conclusive detections of its faTsehood. Either God has, accord-
ing' to the prophecy (2 Thess. ii., 11), sent upon the multi tude 
a ' ' Strong delusion that they should believe a lie," or else 
the exposure was not so complete and conclusive as it appeared 
to be, and there \v'as something in the manifestations which 
the tests applied by the London editors, ingenious as tliey were, 
failed to account for as the i-esult of wilftil fraud. These two 
hypotheses are not incompatible with each o ther ; and the 
writer believes that the t rue solution of the phenomenon is to 
be found in a combination of the two. The present generation 
enjoy higher privileg'es tlian have ever been granted to any 
^vho have previously inhabited the ear th ; but what has been 
the r e s u l t S c e p t i c i s m and infidelity, the absolute disbelief 
of everytliing: supernatural, and the positive denial of the 
j)ossibility of miraculous interference of any kind, and evgn of 
the Providential government of the M'orld, liave become more 
rife than they were at any previous period, insomuch tha t 
Edward Bickersteth was led, fully six yeai-s before anything 
was heard of spiritualism, to anticipate tlie outbreak that has 
occurred. Can any one, ivlio retains any belief in the Bible 
US tlie word of God, deny the fact, that a vast number, not of 
the bratish and ignorant multitude, but of the men of education 
and intelligence, of our day, have refused to " receive the love 
of the truth, tluit they might be saved;" or, tha t fact being 
granted, can he be surprised that a strong delusion should be 
sent upon them, " that tliey should believe a lie ?" And how, 
let us ask with all reverence, supposing that such a delusion 
were to be sent, might it be expected tha t its diffusion should 
be secured ? Tlie minds of men might, no doubt, be afflicted 
with a partial madness, an epidemic monomania, which should 
cause them, while sane on other points, to believe things which 
by evei-y person of sound mind would be seen to be absurd. 
Bu t every intelligent believer in miraculous interjiositions be-
lieves that there is an economy, so to speak, in miracles; tliat 
God neither suspends the ordinary laws of nature unnecessarily, 
nor, when H e sees that a suspension of them is required, in 
order to carry out tlie ])urj)oses of His Providence, interferes 
with them to a greater extent than those purposes demand; 
in otlier words, that, when miracles are wrought, no more of' 
supernatural power is exercised in working them than the 
•circumstances of the case require. Mig'ht we not expect, 
therefore, that in the case supposed, the Ahnighty sliould, 
instead of sending an epidemic monomania on those who had 
]>rovoked liis wrath, w licli would involve tlie working' of a 
separate miracle upon every one of those who were to be 
l)rought under the delusion, employ the intervention of some 
generd cause which, though itself supernatural, should operate 
naturally upon the minus of them all ? And, i f this be 
granted, is it not evident that the permission of a mixed system 
of deception and reality, in which fraudulent imposition upon 
the minds of the he}ioldei-s should be combined with the per-
formance of acts really supenmtural, to he iuti'odticed by him 
wJiose coming is after the M'orking of Satan, " with all power 
and signs and lying- wondeii?," would supply such a cause ? 
B u t this is precisely what ai>peavs to us to be tlie real state of 
the case as regards these manifestations. Tliey ai'e neither 
altogetlier true and genuine; \\ere tliey so, it would be 
scai'cely possible that any minds would be found to resist the 
evidence which they give in support of the communications 
that are made in connexion with them; and the effect pro-
duced by them would be more extensive than it is God's will 
that it sfiould be. Neither sure they \vholly the result of wilful 
fraud; if thev were so, their power to deceive the mxiltitude 
would be gone so soon as the fraud was detected. That many 
of these manifestations have been fraudulent, we have seen to 
be clearly proved, both by the confession of the performers, 
sind by the ingenious experiments of the editor of the Leader. 
I t now remains for us to show that they were not wholly 
fraudulent. i'"or tliis puqiose, we shall return to the letter of 
the German gentleman, which caused tlie editor of the Leadei-
to imdertake the investigation of the (question, merely pre-
mising that the editor bore strong' testimony to the integi'ity 
and clear-headedness of tliat gentleman, who was personally 
known to liim. There are several circumstanccs recorded by 
him, but omitted in our fonner quotations, which tu)pear not 
eas}' to be reconciled with the editor's theory. " 1 observed 
repeatedly," he says, " that the medium A^ -as not following the 
movement of the questioner's hand over the card, which latter 
the lady now in conversation was hiding with her left hand. 
The raps came distinctly, unhesitatingly, and the full Christian 
name and surname of her brother was soon on the paper. 
Then came his age, tlien tlie year of his deatli, then tlie place 
wliere he died, in a fai- distant country." Then, with reference 
to the answer C O O N O C , wliich was given in reply to a question 
put by himself respecting tlie cause of the death of a friend 
who had died of delinwn tre^neii-^, he mentions some particu-
lars in addition to those which we have already quoted. When 
the letters COGN' were spelt ont, lie says, " I grew pale. That 
n>fcs the cause of his deatli; cog-nac did kill him, poor fellow, 
Iwt the word wns not antmpated in my mind. I expected 
intemperance, or a similai' general expression. I continued: 
o.c. So the word was cognoc, not cognac. Rather excited, ] 
asked, hut in German, ' Was that the trae cause of your 
death?' — 'Yes. ' ' I s tlie word spelt correctly?'—'Yes. ' 
cognoc is not the correct spelling. But the answer ^va3 
most startling'. Every one in England and America calls that 
spirit brandy, and to most people in these two countries it is 
hardly known by its original Fi-ench name under which it goes 
on the Continent," Frojn this it is evident that the word was 
not anticipated in the mind of the fjuestioner, and, therefore, 
that the letters comjiosing it could not have heen indicated in 
the manner suggested hj" the editor of the Leader. Moreover, 
supposing the answer to have been suggested in that waj-, it is 
not conceivable that, when tlie mind of the questioner was 
excited by receiving; the fii-st syllable COGN, and lie confident!}-
anticipated the concluding- ac, t1ie indications wliich had sufficed 
to guide the medium, when there was no consciousness of 
anticipating- any particular word sliould fail her, when the 
questioner consciously anticipated a particular conclusion, 
After relating some instances of correct answers being-
g;iven, as well as of some failures, he proceeds: " T h e mcdiim 
having- mentioned tliat tlie spirits were able to move furniture, 
we expressed our wisJi to see it done. 'Would tlie spirits 
move the table ?' asked the medium, in an insinuating- tone, 
bowing-down her head over it. A series of raps answered, and 
we were requested to touch the table's edge witli the tips of 
our fingers, in order to feel the vibration caused by some 
electi-ic, mag'netic or othar^fiuidum with ivhich the spirits would 
presently act upon the table. We all thought we felt it. I should 
not like to assert positively, but what I am prepared any time to 
swear to, and what I now do most solemly assert and tell you, 
is, that the table, first slowly, then quickly, moved in a circuhir 
direction, as if it M-ere going to whirl round. One of the ladies 
umped up frightened. I turned sharply round to my rig-iit-
land neighbour, the movement being from rig-lit to left, asking-
him, rather angrily, " Why did you push the table ?" But he 
looked as much aghast as every one of us, except the medium, 
who was sitting in the same easy, reclining- position as wlien 
the furniture began to move. All this was the ^vork of not 
much more tJian a minut«. My chair, which had heen quite 
near the table, was now at such a distance ^tliat I could Just 
reach it with my outstretched arm. Tlie movement had ceased, 
as soon as the lady had jumped up, and ' the circle was broken.' 
* • * * After Mrs. Haydon was gone, our first 
tJioiiglifc was the table. Tliere i t stood, finn, solid, on foui-
legs, a good sized, heavy, dining bvble. W e found it impos-
sible to move it by pushing or wrenching one of i ts legs by the 
foot, least of all, to move it in a cii'cular direction. And Mrs. 
Haydon liad been sitting quite still, in an easy, reclining posi-
tion, wliich would have been very difficult to preserve, had slie 
made any efforts with her feet. Beside, the table was moving 
as on a pivot, and the large high lamp, standing in the middle, 
remained as before; there was not the slightest quivering or 
clattering of the glass t\ibe against the shade, wliicli struck one 
pai-ticularly, and the whole movement, when beginjiing and 
ceasing, was without a jerk, but smootli, as if the table had 
been lifted off the ground. 
I t will scarcely be said t l u t Profe^or Faradiiy's theoiy, 
accounting for tlie phenomenon of table-turning by iiivoluntaiy 
muscular action, is applicable to this case, if the circumstances, 
as related by a witness, for whose i-espectability the editor of 
the Leader vouclies, aj-e to be believed. 
A wi-iter in Chamhen' Journal, after giving an account of 
the proceedings at sevei"al seuncea, at which lie states that many 
j>ersons obtained what they considered curious revelations, and 
that the number of mistakes was comparatively small, although 
sometimes of a nature to give great support to those who held 
the whole to be an imposture, proceeds as follows :—" Such is, 
I ti-iist, a candid account of tlie spirit manifestations, so far as 
yet introduced into London. I t now i-emains that we should 
speak of tlie principal theories wJiich have been formed, on 
natural grounds intelligible to us, for the explanation of the so-
called mysteiy. I n the fii'st place, your own hint, tha t dollais 
are a t the bottom of i t all, «'ill scarcely bear liandling, since it 
is pei-fectly certain that spiritual manifestations form an even-
ing recreation in numberle^ private families in America, 
where money is not at all concerned. A lady sitting by my 
side, w]jo left Boston less than a montli ago, assures me she 
has been present at several seances in private cii-cles, where tlie 
individuals were known to her as of the liigliest ranks in 
society in that city.' ' 'i'liis idea, therefore, m a y b e set aside. 
* This seems to have been t h e case iu E u g l a a d also. A writer iu t h e 
Critic says—" As Sir Charles Lsham has already given his public testi-
mony to t h e fac te witnessed by himself, I need not hesi tate to say, t h a t I 
received f rom himself, and other members of his family (ineiudiug t h e 
rector of a parish in Nott inghamshire) , t h e most explicit and pceitive-
assm-acce t h a t t hey all, tc^cther wi th several others, hea rd these myste-
rious sounds a t Lampor t Hal l , in ape r f ec t ly private fami ly circle, ne i ther 
Mi's. H: .yden nor any other professional inedinm being pi-^eut. They 
all assured m e t h a t the re could be no mistake or delusion about it. T h e 
rector al luded to also mentioned several satisfactory tests to which h e 
C 
Then, as to the tnecamque of tlie sounds, we have hatl a hypo-
thesis suggesting their depending on some opei-atdon with the 
foot, for which a veiy strong tire was necessary i^i the room. 
Bu t at all meetings where I was present, the temperature of 
the i-oom was ordinaiy, and I must profess a difficulty in be-
lieving that sounds wliich so plainly appear to proceed from 
the boaixl of the table, and which one will at one moment hear 
a t one part of tliat surfacc, and another time a t another, can be 
)roduce<l by the foot at all. Moreover, a trastworthy friend 
las been present at Mra. Hayden's when eight different sets of 
sounds were going on a t one time, in different pai-ts not only 
of the table but of the room. * * * * I n the 
brief space left, it is difficult to convey the hypothesis I have 
formed regarding these strange demonstrations. I can give my 
own views only in a very condensed foiTO. The greater number 
of the persons concerned ai'e, in my opinion, credulous people, 
visionaaies and entluisiasts, who firet impose upon themselves, 
and then upon othei-s. Were they impostors, in full conscious-
ness of imposition, as some assert, their tricks would have been 
exposed long ere now, in a hundred quaitei-s. The spirit 
manifestations ai-e i-athcr to be explained as re.sembling one of 
the manias of the middle ages. The tiling rests primarily 0]i 
phOanthropic and religious zeal; secondly, on mei^e love of tlie 
wonderful. But wliat I hold to be above all essential to it, is 
a view of some good ultimate resvilt beyond the gratification of 
vulgar curiosity. The practitionei-s all stai-t with a belief tha t 
such manifestations ai'e possible, and do continually talce place 
in the presence of pi-operly qualified pei-sons. I n tlieir own 
trials tJiey help the cft'eots—that is, produce t h e m ; thinking 
no evil, since these effects would othei-wise come of themselves; 
or perhaps liaa-dly conscious of their doing that which they 
only expect to see done; but anyhow, fully disposed to stretcli 
A point for the sake of the end in view, whether that be 
dii'ectly to convince othei^s of there bemg a spiritual world 
always aixiund us, or merely to obtain countenance for their 
o%vn convictions. There must also be cases where a delibei-ate 
trick is practised; but I believe these to be rare. Now, it 
must be admitted that there are difficulties i-egai'ding cei-tain 
phenomena; as, for example, the alphabet i-eading out of sight 
of the medium. But when I consider how much help the 
complaisant experimenter is capable of giving unconsciously to 
the medium, I think we may regai-d this problem as not quite 
irresolvable in consonance with our hypothesis. The direct 
bad subjected Mrs. Hajden's spirits—receiving comct auswers, through 
another gentleman (who held the alphabet), to questions which nobody 
present could have known by any ordinary method. 
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and downright people, who say tlie whole is rank imposture, 
will be unable to appreciate the analytical view I take; but 
those who iiave studied the profound deceitfulnefs of the 
human heart, and seen how sliadowy are the divisiouK between 
self-delusion and active deluding, will find less difficulty in the 
case. And it siu'ely caniiot appear to any as very sti-ange, 
tiiat a vLsionary female, who tixmks that a spirit writes witli 
Iier liand, is also convinced that tlie aame spirit is guiding her 
liand when she uses its force to depress a table on one side or 
cant it xip on another. With such an impression on her 
miud, the idea of deception will never once occur to her. The 
mccamque of the ra]>piiig phenomena is not yet explained in 
consonance with this hypoth«iis; but I wait in full coniidence 
tiuit it soon will be so." 
The opinion of thm writer lias been qtjoted, not because it 
iippeai^i veiy satisfactory, but because it beai-s ont wliat we 
have alrea<ly said; and shows tliat in tlie o])inion of a man of 
some ability, wlio was fully acquainted with all that had ap-
peared on the subject in Jlomelwlcl Words, The Leader, The 
Zoist, and Tlie Cntic, and wlio does not appear to liave been at 
.all inclined to credulity, there were cimimstances in the j)heno-
mena which had not, up to that time, been accounted for on 
the hypothesis tluit they were the ifssult of fraud, wiietlier pious 
or otJiei-\vise. So far was his expectation of a speedy expla^ 
nation of what then remained unexplained from being realised, 
that, on the contrary, the lapse of time lia-s only brought fresh 
mysteries to light, without explaining any of them. This 
wiiter beaw testimony to the fact, that such phenomena liad 
been exhibited at simices in j>rivate circles in Boston, by indi-
viduals who were known to be of the highest ranks in society 
in that city. The same was the case in New York also; and 
some of the phenomena, wliich are desaibed as having occurred 
in the last named city, are far more wondeifal than anything 
which we have qiioted as having been exliibited in London; 
but -before proceeding to describe them it will be well to give 
some account of the pei-sons on whose testimony they i-est. The 
most prominent advocates of Spiiitualisni in New York some 
years ago, were John W . Edmonds, and Nathajiiel P. Tall-
ma<lge. Mr. Tallmadge is described on the title-page of a thick 
octavo volume on Spiritualism, published jointly by Mr. 
Edmonds, Dr. Dext«r and himself, "as late United States senator, 
and Governor of W i s c o n s i n a n d in p. 419 of that volume he 
gives the following account of the cii'cumstances whicli le<l him 
to investigate tlie subject on whicli he wrote : — " I had lieai'd 
for a long time of the ' Rochestei- knockings,' but had paid no 
jieed to them; on the contiury, had considered them a delusion 
which would soon pass away; I continued mider tliis impres-
c3 
sioii till some time last spring (1852), wlieii my attention was 
called to a newspajier attack upon Judge Etlmonds for being a 
believer in the ' Spiritual Manifestations.' I had kno\vn Judge 
Edmonds for thirty years, had practised law in the same courts; 
liad sei-ved in the senate of New York with hini, liad been 
associated with him also as a member of tlie Court for tJie Cor-
rection of EiTOi's, the highest Court in the Stat«; liad known 
Iiim since that time as a justice of tJie Supreme Court, and 
more recently as a Judge of tlic Court of Appeals, where he 
holds a deservedly higli and distinguished rank among his bre-
thren, the able judges of tha t Court of last resort in the State 
of New York. I also knew him a.s a man of a finished clas-
sical education, ajid as a lawyer of an a«ute mind, and a decided 
talent for investigation. And above all, I knew him to be a 
man of unim]ieachable integiity. Knowing all these things, 1 
concluded that if he had become a believer in ' Spiritual Mani-
festations' i t ^ra.s at least a subject wortliy of inv^tigation," 
A t p. 24 of tlic book, Judge Edmonds, whose character Jias 
been thus desciibed by Ws collaborateur, gives the following ac-
count of a physical manifestation ;—" On the 23K1 of A])ril, 
1851, I was one of a party of nine who sat around a centre 
table, on which a lamp, with glass pendants, was burning, and 
another lamp was burning on tlie mantelpiece. And tliere, in 
plain sight of us all, tliat t^ible was lifted a t least a foot from 
the floor, and sliaken backwai-cl and fonvard as easily a-s I could 
shake a goblet in my hand, Some of the pai-ty tried to stop i t 
by tlie exei'cise of their sti-ength, but in vam ; so we all drew 
back from the table, and by the liglit of those two buraing lamps 
we saw that heavy mahogany table suspended in the air. Tliere 
was no snistiike about it, ajid there were those present who were 
then, and are yet, unbelievers in spiritual intercouiiie." This 
is only one of many marvels recoi'ded by Judge Edmonds. W c 
shall now proceed to cull a single specimen from amongst the 
strange expeiiences wliich Mr. Tallniadge relates as having 
occurred to himself in prosecuting the investigation which his 
respect for Judge Edmonds had pi'ompted him to undertake. 
W e have already related the appai-ently eifectual manner in 
which the sistere, Mrs. Fisli and Miss Fox, were exposed by 
Dr. Lee at Buffalo, in the year 1851, and how the sympathy of 
some of the gentlemen who were present on that occasion was 
excited by tlie teal's shed by the latter young la<ly in consequence 
of her discomfiture and the detection of her impcsture. One 
would have supposed tJiat what the younger of the ladies un-
derwent on that occasion would have pi-evented her from ever 
venturing to enact the part of a rapping medium again; but, 
whether slie was encoui-aged by tlie sympathy that was then 
dis2)layed, or had in the meantime made other discoveries in her 
.iii't, it is certain tiiat they were at work again in New Yoi-k in 
Febniary, 1863.* Immediately on their arrival in tJiat city, 
Ml". Talimaclge called upon them and received a communication 
thi-ough them from Jolin C. Calhoun. The following is his 
statement of what occurred:—" I wrote down and propounded 
mc.ntaUy, the following question :—' Can you do anything 
(meaning physical inanifestataoi\s) to confirm me in the truth of 
these I'evelations, and to remove from niymind the least shadow 
of unbelief^' To wliich I received the following answer:—' I will 
give 3'on a communication on Monday, at half-past seven o'clock. 
l3o not fail to be here; I will then give yon an explanation.— 
Jolm C. Calhoun.' It is proper liere to i-einark that all tlie 
communications referred to in tliis letter were made by Cailioun 
after a call for the alphabet, and were i-apped out letter after 
letter, and taken down by me in the usual way. They were 
made in tlie presence of the Misses Fox and tl'eir mother. I 
called on Monday at tlie hour appointetl, and received ilie fol-
lowing communication ;—'My friend, iiie question is often jmt 
to you, What good can resultfrom these manifestations? I will 
answer it, It is to draw mankind together in hai'mony, and 
convince sceptics of the immorbility of the soul.—Joiui C. 
CalJioun.' Tliis I'eminds me that in 1850, at Bridgeport, in the 
presence of other mediums, among many questions put, and 
answeiT? received, were the following, the answers piirportijig to 
come from \V. E. Canning:—Q. What do spirits propose to 
accomplish by these new manifestations ? A. To unite man-
kind, and to convince sceptioil minck of the immortality of the 
soul. Dming the above communication 
of Calliouji, tlie table moved occasionally, perhaps a foot, iii'St 
one way and t)»cn the other. After the communication closed, 
we all moved back from the table, from two to four feet, so that 
no one touched it. Suddenly it moved from tlie position it 
occupied, some tliree or four feet, rested a few moments, and 
then moved back again to its original position. Then it again 
* Judge Edmonds ( " Spiritualism," p. 71), thus alludes to the " cs -
jxKuvcs of tbc humbug," wbich bfw! from time to time appeared, and 
cxpcoially to that at Buffalo :—"M'bile these things ivere going on, 
there appeared iu the nowspapoi's various explanations aud ' exposures 
of the humbug,' as they were termed, 1 road them with cave, in the 
expectation of being assisted in my researches, aud I co«l<i not but sinile 
at once at the rashness and the futility of the e-^planatioDS. For in-
stance, while corliiiu learuod professoi-s at Buffalo were congratulating 
themselves on having detected it in thefoe and knee joivits, the manifes-
tations in the city changed to ringing a bell placed under the table. I 'bey 
were like the solutions lately given by a learned professor in Eugland, 
who attributed the tipping of tables to a foi'ce iu tbe hands whieb are 
laid upon it, overlooking the material fact, that tables quite froquently 
move when there is no hand upon them." 
moved as far the other way, and retxjriied to tke place i t started 
from. One side of i t -was then raised and stood for a few 
moments at an angle of about thirty-five degrees, and then 
Jigain rested on tlie floor as nsuaJ. TJie table was a large heavy 
ronnd one, at wliich ten or a dozen people might be seated a t din-
n e r . Duriiif! all thene •movements nopemon touched it, nor n-a-? 
any one near it. Af ter seeing i t raised in the manner above 
mentioned, I had the curiosity to test its weight b y raising i t 
myself. I accoitlingly took my seat b y it—placed my haiids 
under the leaf, and exei'ted as much force as I was cajxible of 
in that sitting postui-e, and could ]iot raise i t a particle from 
the floor, I then stood up, in the best possible position to 
exert the greatest force—took hold of the leaf, <and still could 
not raise it, with all tlie sti-eiigth I conld apply. I then re-
quested the three ladies to take hold around tJie table, and try 
all together to lift i t up. W e lifted iipon i t until the leaf and 
top began to crack, and did not raise i t a particle. W e then 
desisted, fearing we should break it. I then said, ' W i l l tlie 
spirits permit me to raise the table 1" I took hold alone, Mid 
i-aised i t ^v^thout difficulty ! Af ter this, the following conver-
sation ensued: ' Can yow raise the table entirely from the 
floor?'—'Yes,' ' W i l l yoii raise me with i t ? — ' Y e s : get me 
the square table. ' The squai-e table was of c h e n y , •v\'ith four 
legs—a large-sized tea-table. I t was brought out and substituted 
for the round one, the leaves being raised. I took my seat on 
the centre ; the three ladies sat at the sides aud end, tlieir 
hands and arms resting upon it. This, of course, added to the 
weight to be rabed, namely, my own weight and the weight of 
the table. Two legs of i t were theji raised about six inches 
from the floor; and tlien the other two legs wei-e luised to the 
l e v e l o f t h e fo-st, no that the whole table mas mu^pended in the 
air, about six inches from thefioor. W h i l e t h u s s e a t e d o n i t , 
I could feel a gentle, vibrating motion, as i f floating in the 
atmosphere. Af ter being thus suspended in the air for a few 
moments, the table was gently let down again to the floor." 
There are numerous other statements as sti-ange as the preced-
ing to be found in the bulky volume whicli Messrs. Edmonds, 
Dexter , and Tallmadge gave to the world in 1853 . I t would 
be a needless waste of space, i f we wei^e either to quote any 
more o f them, or to insert tlie wonders wliich ai'e recorded in 
that remarkable ai-ticle, entitled " Stitmger than Fic t ion," 
wliich appeared in the Cornhill Mai/uzine for August, 1860 , 
prefaced by a note in which Thackeray vouches for the good 
faith and honorable character of his coiTespondent, " a friend 
of twenty-five years' standing," seeing tliat the reader can 
scarcely have forgotten them. St i l l less caai i t be necessary to 
do more than allude to tlie Report of the London Dialectical 
Society, to the testimony of Messi's. Ci-ookes, F.R.S., and 
Varley, or to fcliat of Lord Lmdsay, all of which ]iavo 
appeared within the last few months. The nature of tlie 
plienomenn, testified to by all tliese witnesses, is such as 
to preclude the idea of their being wholly the r ^ u l t of impo-
sition on the part of Uie pei-sons through whose agency they 
wei-e brought about. W e liave simply to choose between the 
alternative propositions—either all these \vitnesse8 have borne 
false testimony, or phenomena have been exhibited which are 
not rcconcileable with the kvotvn laws of Nature, Those who 
liave reasoned themselves into a belief that a suspension of the 
la\vs of Nature is impossible and incredible, will of course 
adopt the former preposition as tlie true conclusion; although 
even they must, we imagine, feel some difficulty in coming to 
such a decision. Tliose, on the other hand, wlio believe that 
mii-acles have been wrought in the olden time, and that the 
same saci'ed volume which records their former occurrence con-
tains also a prediction Uiat ' signs and lying wonders' sliall be 
performed at the close of the present dispensation, by the 
power of Sat-an; a threat that God wOI send upon tliose wlio 
"receive not the love of the trutli," a " s t rong delusion, that 
they should believe a l i e a n d a warning, " not to believe 
every spiiit, but to t i y the spirits, whethei- they are of God," 
may well look with dread upon these manif^tat ions, and take 
cai'e not to run any risk of being deceived by them. 
ii, The facts testified to by such imbelievers as the German 
correspondent of the Leader, and the writers in Clmmher^ 
Jotirwd and in tlie Critic, wlio have been already quoted, as 
well as by such believers as Judg'e Edmonds, Mr. Tallmadg'e, 
in America, and by Mr. Tliackcray's friend, whose statement 
was published in Comkill, the London Dialectical Society, 
Messre. Crooke and Varley, in England, to say nothing- of the 
strange stories that are told in Australia, cannot be accounted 
for by any hnorvn law of Nature ; hut we are told that it is 
possible that tliere may be some tinhnotrn law, in obedience to 
which tliey are performed. To a plain man, who still retains 
a belief in the Bible and in tlie truth of the miracles which it 
records, and who expects the fulfilment of its propliecies, thai 
there sliall be false teachers wlio shall show great signs and 
wonders, it would certainly seem to bo easier to believe that 
the laivs of Nature liave been suspended, ivhen a lieavy table 
has been seen to move, witliout any contact with the mover, or 
when tunes have been lieard to be played upon an accordion 
or a piano, without the intervention of Iniman hands, than to 
sup lose that these things were done in accordance witli a law 
of Nature which, although it had been in force sincc the Crea-
tion (ns, if it were a law of Nature, it must have been), yet 
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remained undiscovered until the Nineteenth Century, notwitli-
standing tiiat countless millions of men had been using- their 
wills, both singly and in combination with others, in every 
possible manner, ever since A d a m and E v e inhabited Paradise, 
fetill, this supposition, although to many it is incredible, is j-et 
not absolutely inconceivable. W e are all familiar with the 
power wliich w e exercise over onr own bodies. W e know that, 
a l though we can neither add one inch to our stature, nor make 
one hair of our )ieads white or black, ye t we can move onr 
limbs as we please, b y an effort of the will, and, through their 
insti'umentality, act upon external substances. No thinking 
man need be told that the po^ver which we exercise over our 
limbs is, in realitj', as great a mystery, and as impossible to be 
accounted for b j ' philosophers and men of science, as would 
be the m o v i n g of a chair or table b^' tlje mere effort of the 
will, witliout using- any bodily organ to act upon it. L e t us, 
for an instant, suppose tliat there are certain conditions under 
which a man may, in accordance with an hitlierto undiscovered 
law of Nature, act b y his will upon material substances with 
which he is not in contact either mediately or immediately. 
W i l l this supposition meet the case which ^ve are now consider-
ing, and ena1)le ns to account for these manifestations ? On 
the supposition of their bein"- in accordance with u natural 
law, they raiist be unifonn. Wlienever the necessary conditions 
are produced, the phenomenon must fo l low; but here we look 
in vain for nnj' sue 2 uniform relation between cause and effect. 
The knocking-s which Catherine and Mai-garetta F o x fonnd to 
be so profitable a resource, appear to have been heard by the 
former occupant of their father s house, at Hydesvi l le , "New 
Y o r k . This was a man named 5Iic]iael W e e k m a n , who, so far 
from wishing to prodxice the knockings, was at first, according 
to his own account, terribly frightened b y them, although 
after a time lie and his family g o t used to them, and when 
these noises were followed b y sundry fantastic tricks, such as 
the moving of tables, the displacing of chairs, and the breaking 
of crockery b y some invisible power, very little regard was 
paid to tliem. He, wanting the inventive genius of the F o x 
girls, continued merely passive under the infliction, and never 
made the discovery that his own \vill had anything to do with 
the manifestations, or that he had any power of producing 
them. So, in the well-known case of tiie disturbances in the 
Jiouse of the R e v . S. W e s l e y (father of the celebrated John 
W e s l e y ) , at Ej}pwort]i, at the beginning of the last century. 
So, also, in the case of the phenomena detailed b y Dr. Phelps 
in a letter addressed to the N e w Y o r k Observer, iii June, ISSO, 
in w])ich he s a y s : " For days and weeks together 1 have 
watched these movements witS all tlie care and caution and 
close attention that I could bestow. I witnessed tliem hun-
dreds and hundreds of times, and I know tliat in hundreds of 
instances tliey took i>lace when there was no visible power by 
whicli the motion could have been produced. Scores of per-
sons of the first standing' in the community, whose education, 
general intelligence, candour, veracity, and sound judgment, 
none will question, were requested to witness tiie phenomena, 
and, if possible, help us to a solution of the mysterj-. But as 
yet no solution lias been obtained." In these and inmany other 
instances, the manifestations appear to have been spontaneous; 
but the Fox {jirls first, and after them a countless host of me-
diums, male and female, found tliat they had some pow-er, 
more or iess, of cxciting the imknown cause of action; but 
they could not rely upon it. Were they able to do so, no 
doubt they would have escaped that miserable exposure at 
Buffalo, by Br. Lee; and Mrs. Harden ivould not have fallen 
so easily into the traps set for her by the editor of the Leader, 
when the unknown agent refused or delayed to act. Similarly, 
Judge Edmonds, in describing a seance, at which he was pre-
sent, says, " The first thing tYiat struck me was, that no com-
munication could, for more than half an hour, be obtained, 
tliougli all were anxious for it, and particular!}- the wedium, 
wlio was re[)roached with being the cause of the interruption." 
There is, ])orhaps, no person wlio has acquired so great celebritj' 
as a wcdmm, as Mr. Home, but he professes to he altogether 
])assive in the wonderful manifestations by which lie has become 
famous. Here is what Mr, Tliackcray's friend says of him in 
the pages of CornldU : " Perhaps there is no man of our time 
who is so unlike liis reputation. You expect to meet a modern 
Oagliostro, but you find only a veiy mild specimen of that 
familiar humanity which vou pass every liour in tlie day with 
liabitual indifference. Tfie disappointment, if it prove to be 
one in tlie end, arises from the false expectations created about 
him by absurd stories, which gather fresh absurdities as they 
})ass from hand to liand. i\Ir. Home's su])ernatural power is a 
current topic in all circles where these phenomena are talked 
of by people who have never witnessed them. But the truth 
is he neither professes &uch power, nor pretends to it. lie is 
no more master of any secrets of the grave than you ivho 
read these lines, nor does he pretend to he master of any. lie 
not only eannot call up spints, as we hear on all sides, but he 
will tell you that he considers sueh invocations to be hlas-
phemous. W e are hound, at all events, to accept his disclaimer 
upon points, the maintenance of which would contribute very 
essentially to tlio prestige which it is supposed he desires to 
establish with society." 
It can scarcely be said that the science of electricity has been 
discovered in modern t imes. Some electric phenomena, at least, 
were Icnown before the days of F r a n k l i n ; h u t it will, no t -
withstanding;, serve as an i l lustration of wha t mig'lit be 
expected to happen in the case of t he discover}- of a new law 
of Isa ture . C ose scientific investigation led g radua l ly to the 
discovery of t he conditions unde r which the power could be 
excited, and of the methods b y which its energies could be 
regula ted and d i r ec ted ; and this investigation culminated a t 
length, more than one hundred years after Frankl in had com-
menced it , in t he invention of the Electr ic Telegraph, whicli was 
preceded b v manv minor discoveries which, a l though s t r iking 
and impor tant in themselves, are nn^vorthy of be ing mimed in 
comparison with t h a t cl•o^^•ning tr iumpli of m o d e m science. 
Apj)iied in one way, t he electric current is found to infiuence 
the m a g n e t and to impar t magnet ic power to substances which 
did no t previously possess i t ; ap])lied in anotlier waj-, it is avail-
able for electro-1)1 a t i n g ; and in ye t another, it becomes the 
t rus twor thy agen t of t he politician and of the merchant , Hash-
ing intelligence of events affecting the existence of nations, or 
of t he state of the markets , f r om one extremity of the globe to 
tlie other . These are wonders as great , perhaps, in themselves, 
as any tha t have been displayed a t a spiritualist seawe; b u t 
m a r k t he difference. Spiri tualist wonders have indeed been 
g radua l ly developed, beg inning with simple knockings ; then 
when i t ^ •^as found tha t these could be imitated, b y certain 
motions of t he joints, proceeding to the r i ng ing of bells p laced 
under the tables, to the t u rn ing of the tables themselves, to t h e 
l i f t ing of them up and suspending them in the air, to the raising 
and suspending of h u m a n bodies, to the })laying' of tunes, wi th-
out hands, on musical ins t ruments ; in this g radua l develop-
ment of power there is a similari ty between the phenomena of 
t he spiritualist and tliose of e lect r ic i ty ; b u t here the resem-
blance fails. Tlie investigations under taken, wiiether b y tliose 
wlio ended b y becoming converts, like J u d g e Edmoncls, Mr . 
Ta l lmadge , and D r . Dexter , or b y those wlio continue to be 
unbelievers, have been alike unsuccessfiil in discovering any law 
which the plienomena obey. N o conditions are known on the 
establ ishment of which these phenomena will follow with u n -
devia t ing certainty, as they mus t if t h e y were obedient to a 
law of INature. T h e establishment of a cfiain of persons, with 
their l iands so placed upon the table as that tlie f ingers of each 
should be in contact with those of his neighbours on the r i g h t 
h a n d and on tlie lefr, and the presence of a mednim, were a t 
first supposed to be necessary; now, the phenomena a i e found 
to be as likely to occur in a private family, not one of whom is 
known to be a med ium; t he chain of communication between 
tlie fingers is not found to be necessary to their production, nor 
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even the laying- of the hands upon the table, which some have 
reg-arded as a species of incantation. Sometimes the phenomena 
are manifested spontaneously—at least, without any invitation 
on the part of tliose who witness t hem; at others, they will not 
appear, even though those methods are adopted which are gene-
rally successful in exciting; tlicm. These circumstances would 
seem to be wholly inconsistent with the opinion that tlie phe-
nomena in (uestion can be the result of any law of nature, 
known or unknown. 
But there are other phenomena of a different kind, which 
are equally inconsistent with that opinion. Intellifjence is 
manifested. Answers are g'iven to questions on subjects of 
which tlie person through whom they arc g^ven is ignorant j 
and those answei-s are sometimes correct. I t is idle to say that 
the correct answers are accidental. The laws of chance are as 
well known as any other laws; and the number of correct 
answers that are given is wholly iiTeconcileable with tliem. 
Some imagine that they can be accounted for by the power of 
thought-reading, which mesmerists lay claim to ; and some of 
the instances are no doubt capable of being explained in that 
way ; but there are others to wliich that explanation is not ap-
!
)licable : as, for example, wlien, in reply to questions put by 
ilr. Nangle's friend, w lich have been quoted in a former note, 
the astounding intelligence was conveyed to him that the ani-
mating power which dictated the replies to his questions, was 
the soul of a departed friend, a clergyman of exemplary cha-
racter, and that he was in toi-ment! And when, again, the 
name Eblii, wliich was previously unknown to him, was spelt 
out on the alphabet. Space will not permit of the introduction 
of any more of the numerous instances of the same kind wiiich 
could be g iven ; and the following is the reply of J u d g e 
Edmonds to the suggestion that tlie answers are given by 
thought-reading: "S t i l l the question occurred. May not all 
this Jiavc been, by some mysterious operation, the mere reiiex 
of tlie mind of some one present ? Tlie answer was, that facts 
were communicated wliicb were unknown then, but afterwards 
found to be t rue ; like this, for instance : When I ^\•as absent 
last winter in Central America, my friends in town heard of 
my whereabouts, and of the state of my healtli seven times, 
and on m y return, by comparing their information witli the 
entries in my journal, i t was found to be invariably correct. 
So, in m y recent visit to the West, m y whereabouts and my 
condition were told by a medium in this city, while 1 was tra-
velling on tlie railroad between Cleveland and Toledo. So, 
thoughts have been uttered on subjects not tlien in my mind, 
and utterly at variance with m y own notions. This has often 
happened to me and to others, so as fully to establisli the fact, 
that it was not our own minds that gave Ijirth to or affected tlie 
communication." 
iii. Tf these phenomena are not, smd we think w e liave proved 
that they cannot he, the result o f any law of nature, either l ong 
known or recently discovered, it follows that they must be pro-
duced b y some supernatural power. The Spiritualists them-
selves assert that tliey jjroceed from the spirits o f deceased 
human being-s; that those spirits are in different stages o f deve-
lopment, some retaining the vices b y which ihey were degraded 
w lile in life, and especially the vice o f lying and the desire to 
deceive, and others in their gradual progress from sphere to 
sphere, having been purified from all vicious inclinations, and 
endued with a degree o f wisdom far superior to any that can 
be attained to on earth. Theyfurther assert that the object which 
tliose spirits that are lar advanced in their progress towards 
, {perfection have in view in thus entering into communication 
with their brethren who are still in the fiesh, is a benevolent 
one, v i z . — " T o draw manlcind in hai-mony together, and convince 
sceptics o f the immortality o f the soul." TS'ow the apostle John, 
in a passage (John iv. 1, 2} , than which none can be plainer in 
its application to the manifestations wliicli we ai'e now con-
sidering, says expressh', " B e l o v e d , believe not every spirit, 
but trj- the spirits whether they are o f God, because many false 
prophets (teachers) are gone out into the world. H e r e b y know 
ye the Spirit o f G o d : Every Spirit that confesseth tliat Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is o f G o d ; and every Spirit tliat 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,* is not o f 
G o d ; and this is tliat Spirit o f Antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come, and even now already is it in the 
n 'orld." App ly ing this test, we find tliat these spirits are 
immediately condemned h} ' it. Several o f the spiritualist pub-
lications which we have examined profess to uilliold the truth 
o f Christianity, but we do not remember to have met with one 
which did not deny the fundamental doctrines o f tlie Gospel, 
including that o f the incarnation of our Blessed Lord . Thus 
J u d g e Edmonds gives a communication professing to come 
f rom the spirit of Bacon and signed witli Bacon 's namet through 
* Irjirovv Xpioroy i>' aapKi iXrjXvBora. It is iidportaot to oliservo 
that the constiuctioD is not equivalent to an accusative with an infinitive. 
If it were, the coufessioQ would be simply of the fact enounced; whereas, 
it is the PERSON who is the object, or primary predicate. » » * Xhe 
words imply the pras-existenee and iueaination by their very terms. * * 
Jesus, in the complex of all that Ho is and has become, involved as it is 
in His having come in the flesb.—Dean Alford, in loc. cit. 
f The signature is " Bacou," and a fac-simiie is given which bears no 
moi'c rescmblauce to the graceful characters in which the great Chau-
cellor was wont, when in the flesh, to sign himself "Vcrulam," than does 
the liand of a medium, in whicli occurs tlie following' passa<^: 
— " A t the bottom of all religious doctrines which recognise 
Christ as the Son £md incarnation of God, there is an iiicom-
preliensible idea tliat some wonderful act, out of the common 
way, was performed by the Creator when he impressed liis own 
identity on a being- of his own creation; that instead of a 
body or being born into tlie world witli the usual spirit part 
also, God in a miraculous manner connected the whole of bis 
universal bein? with the embryo, and thus was born Christ as 
a man in body, but in spirit the very God himself. That, 
also out of the common coui-se, he generated a living soul; that 
in a miraculous manner he created out of the life-principle 
in the woman, a being partaking of all the properties and 
attributes common to man. I cannot comprehend why tliat 
Being s » » » should in a matter so well 
understood and so completely established in the very impulses 
and sentiments of our nature, deviate from the ordinary opera-
ration of those laws, and crcate a man in such a singular way." 
I t would be a waste of time to multiply quotations, as it will 
scarcely be denied tliat the teaching of the Spiritualists is con-
trary to this as well as to other essentials of the Gospel. W e 
are, therefore, jjistified, on the authority of tlie Apostle John, 
in jironouncing that the spirits from whom they profess to 
obtain their information are not from God. 
iv. And if they are supernatural, and are not from God, it 
follows that they must be, either directly or indirectly, from 
Satan. W e have seen that the learned .Toseph Jledc held tliat 
the word hai^iovia as used in the Gospels to denote the spirits by 
whom men were possessed in the days of our Lord, has the 
same meaning in which it is employed by classical authore, viz., 
the spirits of departed human beings. W e are aware that this 
view is ojiposed by many, and that strong; arguments maj- bs 
brought forward to prove that they were fiends who never had 
been human. Our limits would render it impossible to enter 
into a discussion of this subject; nor do we consider it to be at all 
necessary to our purpose to do so. W h a t we desire to prove, 
find what we consider tliat we have proved, is that these mani-
festations are the work either of the Devil liimself^ or of evil 
8])irits acting under him. W e have lieard the recent failure 
of tlie prophecies of the Spiritualists in the case of the loss of 
the Rangoon alleged as a proof that they were not inspired by 
any spirit wiser t^ian themselves, and, tlierefore, that there is 
nothing supernatural in tlie whole matter. To us, however, 
that circumstance appears to be perfectly consistent with our 
the cumbrous extract above givca to the wcll-knowii style of that accom-
plished master of pure and nervous Bnglish. 
theory, which is, thfit Satan, althoug'h he has heen permitted 
to exercise power so as to deceive tliose " w h o l i a v e not received 
the love of tlie t ru th tha t they might he saved," Jias not been 
invested with unlimited po^ver; and tha t the mediums who are, 
in many instances a t east, unconsciously his agents, often 
invent communications whicli are not conveyed to them super-
naturally, and are mere guesses which may or m a y not prove 
correct. W h a t would Iiave been the consequence if Sa tan had 
been permitted to communicate tn ie intelligence, tliroxujh tlie 
mediims, of the fate of the Rangoon ? Wou ld not multi tudes 
in this colony of v'ictoria, who are now hesitating between two 
opinions, and whom we may hope to see finally ranged on the 
side of trutli, have been ful ly persuaded of A e t ru th of this 
diabolic system of delusion, and have heen wholly led captive 
by it ? Surely we ought to praise God tha t H e , in H i s mercy, 
while permitting such signs and wonders to be worked as are 
sufficient to mislead those who refuse to take warning-, has still 
kept the power of the deceiver witliin hounds. 
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